
Open the Gates Task Force 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Stage 2 Guidelines 
 
The Open the Gates Task Force was created by the Session of Covenant Presbyterian Church on May 5, 2020 
to make recommendations about how to reopen the property to in-person gatherings in a safe and 
responsible way. Stage 1 recommendations were approved on June 2, 2020. Due to advances in vaccinations 
and improved knowledge of the pandemic, we present these stage 2 recommendations to replace the stage 1 
recommendations on March 8, 2021. 
 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

• Everyone who enters the building must wear a face cover over their mouth and nose, except for those 
under the age of five years. 

• People should refrain from greeting anyone in any way that requires physical touch. 

• Everyone should maintain six feet of distance whenever possible. 

• People have the option of removing a mask when they are in a room alone. 

• Hand sanitizer and masks will be available at the main entrances of the building. 
 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 
Beginning March 14, 2021 

• Worship will continue to be live streamed on Vimeo. 

• Sunday worship will continue to be held only at 11:00 a.m. (not 8:30 a.m.). 

• Only 60 people are permitted in the sanctuary. 

• Reservations are not required. 

• Everyone must wear a mask. Masks may only be removed by speakers at the pulpit or lectern. 

• Bulletins will be placed in pews so that people know where to sit. 

• Offering will be collected in boxes near the exits rather than using offering plates. 

• There will be no congregational singing. 

• The choir may sing if choir members have been fully vaccinated and if they also wear singing masks. 

• Nursery, children’s church, and time with children will be permitted as soon as the Co-Pastors deem it 
practical and feasible. 

• Worshippers are asked to not congregate inside before or after worship.  
 
OTHER GATHERINGS 

• Gatherings of 60 or fewer people may be held in the Sanctuary. 

• Gatherings of 30 or fewer people may be held in the Fellowship Hall. 

• Gatherings of 12 or fewer people may be held in the Music Room. 

• Gatherings of 6 or fewer people may be held in other rooms. 

• The choir may gather for practice in the sanctuary at the discretion of the Director of Music. Everyone 
who participates should wear a singing mask and be fully vaccinated. 

• Adult Sunday School is permitted to meet in person assuming all other guidelines are followed. 
 
PRESCHOOL 

• All previously approved action regarding the preschool remains in place. 
 

approved by Session on March 2, 2021 


