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Covenant        

Chimes 
December 2020 COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

From Our Pastor Notes from Session 

November 3 

All but one excused Session member 
attended the meeting along with 
Katelyn, Andy, Lyn Patterson and 
Aubrey Moore.  Moderator Andy 
convened the meeting. With a 
quorum declared, agenda accepted, 
and voice and vote given to non-
Session members Andy opened the 
meeting with a devotional. 

While listening to a podcast about 
barriers to faith titled Learning How 
to See and hosted by Brian McLaren, 
Jaquie Lewis and Fr. Richard Rohr, 
Andy heard a statement that piqued 
his interest …“people are more 
willing to accept a simple lie than the 
complex truth.”  He asked Session 
members their thoughts about that 
statement. Then reading from 2 
Kings Andy discussed all the “kings 
who were not acceptable in the 
Lord’s sight.” He commented that 
through all of the reigns of these 
various kings, the Lord did not 
abandon or forget the Israelites. And 
although the election is touted to be 
the most important election, it is just 
an election. The Lord is bigger than 
any election and will be with us 
always. After members shared their 
thoughts and comments, Andy 
opened the meeting with prayer. 

Clerk’s Report: 

• No building usage requests 

• Membership change: Death of 

Sue Blackstock 

• Report from commissioners to 
the October 27 Northeast 

(See “Session Notes,” page 3) 

“Unto us a child is born, unto us a 

son is given.” These words from 

Isaiah 9:6 have a different ring for 

me this year as we enter the season 

of Advent. In addition to celebrating 

the birth of Jesus, I will also 

celebrate the birth of my own son 

(maybe even before you read these 

words). Once that happens, I will 

hear the story of Advent in a 

different way than I did last year. 

I also think that Hannah’s story in 1st 

Samuel will always sound different 

to me. “For this child, I prayed; and 

the Lord has granted me the petition 

that I made to him.” Her words about 

her son, Samuel, hit close to home 

for Katelyn and me. 

Our experiences always color the 

ways that we hear Scripture. We can 

hear a passage for years without 

assigning much significance to it. 

Then, suddenly, it sounds different 

because something has changed in 

our lives. In this way, Scripture is 

dynamic and alive within us. 

This year, you will hear the Advent 

story differently, too. The way that 

you hear that story will undoubtedly 

be colored by the pandemic and 

political events. It will also be 

colored by the personal events of 

your life. You will hear the story of 

the birth of Jesus in a different way 

than you normally do. You may 

watch most of the telling of that 

story online rather than in the 

sanctuary. Services and celebrations 

will look different this year. Some of 

that may be dissatisfying to you at 

first, but there is also opportunity as 

you hear this story differently. 

My prayer for you is that you will 

hear the story of the Advent of Jesus 

in a new and meaningful way as we 

make pandemic adjustments. I hope 

that you will look through this 

newsletter and plan to participant in 

whatever way you can this year. 

Please pray for us, too, as we 

anticipate the change in our lives that 

will make us see the world 

differently from this point forward. 

With Advent Blessings, 

Pastor Andy 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All Covenant Members 

Co-Pastors:   

The Rev. Katelyn Gordon Cooke and  

The Rev. Andy Cooke 

Director of Music and Organist:  

Lyn M. Patterson 

Parish Associates:  

The Rev. Karla Conditt Daniels,  

The Rev. Dr. Gloria Jennings Marshall 

Nursery Caregiver:  Mary Simms 

Church Secretary: Judy Strogonoff 

Finance Secretary: Linda-Jean “LJ” 

Jay 

Preschool Director: Lauren Stull 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Church  
3131 Walton Way, Augusta, GA 30909 

(706) 733-0513  

info@covenantaugusta.org 

www.covenantaugusta.org 

www.facebook.com/covenantaugusta 

Office Hours:   

9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. Mon-Fri 

Covenant Preschool 

Happy Holidays from the Preschool!  

Covenant’s Corner is 
now open!!!!! We are 
so excited to open this 
first ever preschool gift 
store!   We will also 
carry merchandise for 
Covenant Presbyterian 
Church.  One of the 
things we will sell is 
an annual Christmas 
ornament.  Consider 
following us on 
Instagram 
@covenantpreschoolaugusta, our 
website, 
covenantpreschoolaugusta.com, and 
Facebook at Covenant Presbyterian 
Preschool and Children’s Day Out 
for all the happenings at Covenant 
Preschool.  The link below is the 
order form for the items for sale 
through December.  Take a look at 
what we have to offer and consider 
supporting our school. https://
tinyurl.com/covenantcorner 

This is the first time in thirteen years 
we aren’t kicking off the season with 
the sound of our sweet children’s 
voices singing Christmas songs at 

our annual Christmas 
program.  While many things look 
different this year we are immersed 
in the joy these children bring us 
everyday! We are keeping up with 
all the COVID-19 regulations and 
guidelines.  So far, we are all 
healthy! We are looking forward to 
our virtual field trip to the railroad 
this month.  We will tie that into to 
enjoying the Polar Express by 
wearing pj’s and having hot 
chocolate and marshmallows. We 
will make conductor hats and a train 
engine!! We plan to read Room For 
A Little One and make a 
nativity.  We look forward to the 
new year, new beginnings, and 
winter wonderlands full of exciting 
things like melting snowmen!  Merry 
Christmas to everyone! Love, the 
staff and children at Covenant 
Preschool.   

In the spirit of giving this holiday 
season, please consider a donation to 
the preschool scholarship fund.  

Lauren Stull, 
Preschool Director 

GAP ITEM OF THE 

MONTH 

The item of the month for December  
is beef stew or chili.   This item will 
be a welcome addition to our Food 
Pantry shelves.  

GAP Ministries continues to serve 
the hungry through its food pantry, 
and our supplies are running low. 
We appreciate all that Golden 
Harvest does to keep us stocked, but 
their inventory is down, too. When 
you are at the store, remember that 
we especially need bar soap, canned 
meat, and canned vegetables. If you 
are sewing face masks, please 
donate some for our homeless 
clients. A donation box is outside 
the church on the landing beside the 
office door.  

Mary Beachum 

END OF YEAR GIVING 

As we approach 

the end of the 

year, please be 

reminded that 

2020 pledges 

need to be made by Thursday, 

December 31 to be credited to that 

year. If you would like a copy of 

your 2020 giving statement, then 

please be in touch with me at 

ljay@covenantaugusta.org. You may 

also find a record of your giving by 

logging on to your Realm account. If 

you do not have a Realm account, 

then please contact Judy Strogonoff. 

Year-end giving statements will be 

mailed in late January. If you have 

any questions or concerns about your 

giving, then please do not hesitate to 

call, or email. Please call the church 

office (706-733-0513) or my office 

line directly (706-922-3729) to speak 

by phone or to make an appointment 

to come into the church office to see 

me.  

LJ Jay,  

Finance Secretary  

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOLIDAY HOURS 

The office will close at 1:00 p.m. 

December 28 – December 31.  

The office will be closed Christmas 

Day and New Year’s Day. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING 

OUR EMAILS? 

If you are not 
receiving our emails, 
then please visit 
www.covenantaugusta.org and sign 
up. This is the best way to find out 
what is happening in our 
congregation each week. If you are 
having trouble signing up, then you 
may contact Judy Strogonoff at 
jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 
Our emails are also posted to our 
Facebook page. 

https://tinyurl.com/covenantcorner
https://tinyurl.com/covenantcorner
http://www.covenantaugusta.org
mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
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Session Notes 
(continued from page 1) 

Georgia Presbytery meeting- 
Chuck Baldwin and Andrea Butt 

Treasurer’s Report: 

• No end of month report for 
September. Aubrey will 
distribute when available. 

• Preschool expenses continue to 
be slightly more than income. 
SMT continues to monitor the 
budget. 

• Aubrey presented a request from 
Karen Rhodes, Jim Mitchner’s 
daughter, who would like to 
make a donation to add a bench 
to the Ash Garden. Sarah 
Colborn made a motion to 
receive a gift. It was seconded. 
Discussion concerning the new 
bench matching the old one and 
no plaque with a name followed. 
The motion passed. LJ will 
notify the family that this 
donation is accepted with the 
stipulations discussed. 

• A member contacted Aubrey 
about transferring money from a 
pre-paid pledge account to the 
online worship account for the 
purchase of a third camera for 
live streaming. Aubrey explained 
the process. Gail Kouame made 
the motion to allow the transfer 
of funds. It was seconded and 
passed. 

Task Force Reports: 

• Open the Gates Task Force will 
meet on November 19 4pm. 

• Stewardship Task Force mailed 
the Pledge forms to all members. 

• Steve Bell created 3 stewardship 
videos with footage that he and 
Aubrey took of members telling 
what they like best about 
Covenant. Links to these videos 
have been sent to the 
Congregation via email. 

 

Ministry Reports 

• Building and Grounds continues 
to maintain the facility and 
grounds. 

• Congregational Life reported 
the Food Truck Fridays had 
been a success, and they will 
look to the spring for times to 
do others. Deb Pittman 
organized another successful 
Trunk or Treat October 31, 
2020. 

• Education continues with the 
SALT/choir class on Sundays 
and zoom meetings for 
preschool, elementary and youth 
during the month, and provides 
monthly take home worship 
material for the preschool and 
elementary children. 

• Mission will have new yard 
signs. From Creation Care- a 
walk at Phinizy Swamp 
November 14, 2020 at 10:30 am 
and for GAP bring canned 
goods to the Phinizy Swamp 
walk or drop off at church. 

• Sustainability Budget Task 
Force will present budget at the 
December Session meeting 

• Worship Gail Kouame made a 
motion to allow 12 people in the 
choir room for bell ringing. It 
was seconded and passed.  

Deacons continue to support the 
congregation with food delivery, 
calls, and prayers. 

New Business 

• Andy reminded Session that the 
annual meeting must be held in 
the first quarter of 2021. Sarah 
Colborn made a motion to hold 
the meeting Sunday January 31, 
2021. It was seconded and 
passed. 

• Nominees for officers of the 
corporation will be elected at the 
annual meeting January 31, 
2021. Chris Terry nominated 
Charlotte Ealick for president. It 
was seconded and passed.  Chris 
nominated Aubrey Moore for 
treasurer. It was seconded and 
passed. The clerk will serve as 
secretary. 

• Session will nominate a new 
member to the Audit Committee 
to fill the 2023 Audit Committee 
position at the December 1, 2020 
Session meeting.  

Co-Pastor’s Report 

Katelyn told Session that both she 
and Andy enjoyed continuing 
eduction at Montreat They have 
found everyone working together to 
prepare their parental leave to go 
well. They are grateful for the 
support they have received for this 
time. Katelyn reminded Session that 
the Congregational meeting would be 
November 8, 2020 following second 
service. The voting for the nominees 
will be done in person in the 
sanctuary and from live streaming 
using a Google document that 
Katelyn will share when voting 
begins. Clerk Judy Grieve will tally 
the votes from both sources. 

To close the meeting all Session 
members praying together said the 
prayer from the October Children’s 
monthly worship bag. 

“You see I am not giving up hope; 
don’t you either.” Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from 
Prison. 

Judy Grieve, 
Clerk of Session 
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Education 

ADULT 

Christmas in the Four Gospel 
Homes: an Advent Study 

All Covenant adults are invited to 
participate via Zoom in our adult 
Sunday School class series called 
Christmas in the Four Gospel 
Homes: an Advent Study by Dr. 
Cynthia Campbell with art work by 
architect Kevin Burns.  The book 
explores how a house might look for 
Christmas based on what each 
Gospel says about Christ's coming. 
Please join us starting Sunday, 
November 29 for this creative 
reimagining and unique celebration 
of the Advent season. Brock Daniels 
will have a Zoom screen set up in the 
church parlor each week at 9:45 AM 
for those folks who cannot 
participate from home. For questions 
about adult classes, feel free to 
contact Judy Grieve, Brock Daniels, 
or Kathy Ordelt. 

YOUTH 

It’s Advent, which means it’s almost 
Christmas, which means it’s time to 
celebrate God coming to us in Jesus 
Christ!  Check out what we have 
going on this month in Youth 
Ministry.  We hope you’ll join us! 

A reminder:  While Katelyn is on 
maternity leave, your best sources of 
information for youth ministry 
happenings are the Chimes 
newsletter, the Friday emails, and the 
announcements in the weekly 
bulletins. 

Youth Bible Study 

Sunday, December 6 // 3:00-4:00 
p.m. via Zoom 

Middle and high school are invited to 
join Carrie Neill and Karla Conditt 
Daniels as we continue reading the 
Gospel of Mark together.  Mark 
doesn’t include any information 

about Jesus’ birth, but he does have 
a lot to say about who Jesus is and 
what’s important for those of us who 
follow him.  The Zoom link for the 
Bible Study is the same every time, 
and you can also find it in the 
weekly Friday email. 

*Note: We will not have Bible Study 
on the third Sunday of the month 
(December 20) 

Second Sunday Service // GAP 
Ministries Parking Lot Clean-Up 

Sunday, December 13 // 3:00-4:30 
p.m. 

For this month’s service project, 
Covenant youth are headed 
downtown to help clean up the 
parking lot at GAP Ministries.  
Mission Ministry Team members 
Amy House and Elaine Lea are 
coordinating this event, and more 
information about where to meet and 
what to bring will be available as the 
date gets closer. 

A Note of Gratitude 

For the past several years, Carrie 
Neill has been a faithful youth leader 
at Covenant while she’s been a 
student in Augusta University’s 
Physical Therapy program, and she’s 
moving to Birmingham, AL, this 
January for a clinical rotation.  
We’re excited for her and sad that 
this will mark the end of her time 
with us.  We’ve been blessed by 
Carrie’s presence in the youth 
program and keep her in our prayers 
as she begins a new chapter! 

CHILDREN 

Covenant Kids’ Club Box 

Check out all of the Advent goodies 
in the Covenant Kids Club box that 
came in the mail last month!  We’d 
love to see photos of your magnetic 
Advent Wreaths, your Advent 
calendar, and your coloring pages.  
It’s exciting to count down the days 
to Jesus’ birth, isn’t it? 

Kids’ Zoom Gathering 

Sunday, December 13 // 2:00-2:30 
p.m. via Zoom 

Join Mr. Ralph for a Covenant kids’ 
Zoom hang-out!  We’ll enjoy time 
with friends, games, Bible stories, 
and prayer. All Covenant kids are 
welcome to join us. 

Preschool kiddos are asked to have 
an adult accompany them on the 
Zoom call.  Thank you! 

 

 

YOUNG ADULT 

Thursday, December 17 // 7:00 p.m. 
via Zoom 

This monthly virtual gathering for 
Covenant Young Adults includes 
time for fellowship, Bible Study, and 
prayer.  Young adults take turns 
leading the discussion, and we 
always enjoy some good theological 
conversation.  Check the Friday 
email for the Zoom link, and we hope 
to see you there! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesday, December 2 // 7:00-8:00 
p.m. via Zoom 

Spend the first Wednesday of the 
Advent season with your church 
family!  The Education Ministry 
Team is hosting this program to help 
us get into the Advent mood.  

Wednesday, December 9 // 7:00-8:00 
p.m. via Zoom 

Radio stations have been playing 
Christmas music since November 1, 
but we’re just getting started in the 
church!  Join your Covenant friends 
for a musical evening via Zoom as 
we share some of our favorite Advent 
and Christmas hymns and enjoy the 
sounds of the season! 
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Worship 

 Advent and Christmas Worship 
Services --- A Preview 

Covenant’s Advent and Christmas 
services are traditionally beautiful 
worship services with the lighting of 
the Advent Wreath, inspirational 
Scriptures and sermons, and 
gorgeous music provided by 
Covenant’s talented volunteer 
musicians.  All of our Advent/
Christmas services this year will still 
contain these traditional elements 
but be creatively modified to suit 
current conditions and health 
guidelines.  Beautiful seasonal 
Special Music, instrumental and/or 
vocal, is planned for each worship 
service.  Unfortunately, the Music 
Department is unable to present its 
always fun annual Wednesday Night 
Fellowship Christmas Music 
Program this December.    

On November 29, Advent I, the first 
candle on the Advent Wreath will be 
lighted, and the chancel area will 
have been decorated with poinsettias 
and a Chrismon tree.  Lessons & 
Carols --- Advent to Christmas on 
December 13, Advent III, will 
feature specially chosen Old and 
New Testament Scriptures 
interspersed with seasonal vocal, 
handbell, keyboard, and 
instrumental music.  The traditional 
Longest Night service is scheduled 
for Monday, December 21 at 7 pm 
in the sanctuary with keyboard and 
instrumental music in meditative 
style to enhance this quiet, reflective 
time.  This year Christmas Eve on 
Thursday, December 24, has one 
service only at 7 pm with Special 
Music; it will also combine elements 
usually present in the Children’s 
Christmas Eve early service as well 
as the Lord’s Supper, traditionally 
celebrated at the later Christmas Eve 
service. 

We hope you will make reservations 
to attend these services in person or 
will worship with us during the live 
stream or recorded versions of these 
times of worship during this joyous 
season.         Soli Deo Gloria!    

Lyn Patterson,  
Director of Music 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29: 

First Sunday of Advent.  
We focus on “Hope.”  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6: 

Second Sunday of Advent.  
Our focus is on “Peace” and we will 
celebrate Communion. If you are 
worshiping in the Sanctuary, then 
please bring your own bread. 

Caroling Video 
Anyone who would like to be part of 
the Covenant Christmas Carols 
video is invited to gather in the 
music room on Sunday, December 6 
after the 11 a.m. worship.  We will 
then move outside to the garden to 
sing. Festive attire is 
encouraged.  (See page 8 for more 
details.) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13: 

Third Sunday of Advent and 
Lessons and Carols – Advent to 
Christmas.  
Our focus is on “Joy.” 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16: 

Christmas Caroling at Brandon 
Wilde: We will gather at the 
Covenant parking lot at 5:00 p.m. 
and will leave shortly after to arrive 
at Brandon Wilde at 5:30 p.m. (See 
page 8 for more details.) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20:  

Fourth Sunday of Advent. Our 
focus is on “Love.”  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21: 

Longest Night Service at 7:00 p.m. 
For many in our community, this 
time of year is difficult as they 
grieve losses and remember loved 

Worship services  will be live streamed and we open the sanctuary to 40 
worshipers. You'll receive an email with the worship bulletin and a link to 
watch the service.  If you're not able to join us online at the time of service, a 
recording of the service is available on the church's website Sunday afternoon. 

***If you would like to attend worship in person please RSVP via the link 
provided in the weekly or worship emails or call the church office.  

Anyone who comes into the sanctuary for worship is asked to wear a mask and 
practice social distancing.  Masks will be provided for those who don't have 
them.  

ones during the coldest and darkest 
time of the year. This service is 
meant to give them a place to grieve, 
remember, and hope in the embrace 
of our community during the shortest 
day of the year.  All are welcome. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24: 

Christmas Eve Communion 
Service at 7:00 p.m.  If you are 
worshiping in the Sanctuary, then 
please bring your own bread. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25:  

Christmas Day—Church Office 
Closed 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27: 

First Sunday After Christmas Day  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 – 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER  31:  

Holiday Office hours are 9:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1:  

Covenant Church office closed to 
celebrate New Year’s Day. 

  

 

2020 Advent Schedule 
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Mission 

NEW BATHROOMS AT 

GAP!!! 

The phase I 
renovation at GAP 
was to fire-rate the 
front stairway so 
more people could 
be upstairs at any 

time. That was completed in 2016. 
Three years ago, GAP made the 
decision to begin phase II renovation 
of our downstairs bathrooms.  It has 
been a long process.  We ran into 
many months of hold ups with the 
Augusta Code Enforcement 
department and the Augusta permit 
office. We were blessed by many 
financial donations from friends of 
GAP and a matching grant from 
Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church.  
These bathrooms 
are in the same 
location as before.  
They are both 
handicapped 
accessible and 
provide touch-less 
faucets and hand dryers which helps 
us all stay healthy.   

We feel so blessed to have 
bathrooms that show those who use 
our building that they have value and 
are welcome at GAP. Plan to come 
down sometime and see our 
completed Phase II renovation.  

At the end of November, Kuhlke 
construction will begin work on 
phase III.  This will include an 
elevator attached to the outside on 
the Ellis Street side so we can offer 
more ministry work upstairs.  It will 
also include an electrical update for 
the entire building, including a fire 
alarm system. We will also be 
bringing our fire escape up to code 
and refinishing the floors upstairs. 

We are confident that God is with us 
as we move forward in renovating 
the gift He gave us to help those in 
need in downtown Augusta.  We ask 
that you pray for us in the months to 
come as we face the challenge of 
working around construction. 

Mary Beachum 

GAP 2020 CHRISTMAS FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

Sharing the light of Christ with our 
brothers and sisters will help make 
everyone’s Christmas, including our 
own, a little brighter and a little 
happier. 

Every one of us has been adversely 
affected by the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  We all know and love 
people who have contracted the 
virus, some of whom have died.  We 
can’t do the things we used to take 
for granted like going to church, 
going to school, meeting friends for 
lunch, entertaining friends and 
family in our homes.  But it is 
doubtful any of us have suffered as 
much as those at the lower end of the 
socio-economic scale.  Sources of 
income for these folks have either 
dried up or been drastically reduced.  
As a result, many more people than 
usual are seeking assistance just to 
feed their families and themselves.  
GAP Ministries has seen a big 
increase in people coming in to take 
advantage of its programs, 
particularly its food pantry. 

On Thursday, December 17, GAP 
will hold its annual Christmas food 
distribution.  There are two ways for 
our Covenant congregation to pitch 
in and help ensure that the 2020 
event will be extra special. 

HELP BUILD A CHRISTMAS 
DINNER 

This year GAP is giving bags with 
ingredients for Christmas dinner. 
Each of the GAP supporting 
churches has been assigned an item, 
and Covenant has been asked to 
donate 12-ounce cans of evaporated 
(not condensed) milk. You can place 
them in the GAP box outside the 
office entrance along with any other 
contributions by December 16.  

GOODIES FOR GAP – BAKING 
CHRISTMAS MERRY AND 
BRIGHT 

Through most of 2020, Covenant 
bakers and their friends have been 
sending special packages containing 
a variety of goodies to down to GAP.  

On Thursday, November 12, GAP 
served 160 clients.  Of that 160, 
many were getting food others in 
their households including children 
and grandchildren. 

On December 17, please join us in 
sharing the joy of Christmas in a 
very special way.  We would like to 
be able to give each of our GAP 
brothers and sisters a special gift of 
Christmas goodies for themselves 
and their families.  We want to fill 
three different sizes of boxes– a 
small box (gift bag) that can be 
easily carried by those who have no 
regular place to live, a medium box 
for those with small families, and a 
large box for households with more 
than three people.  Boxes can 
contain cookies, brownies, muffins, 

tarts, or other 
sweets.  The small 
boxes for those on 
the street might 
also include a pair 
of warm socks. 

Box dimensions in inches and 
number we hope to fill: 

Small gift bag  4.5 x 3 x 7
 (need 48) 

Medium box 6 x 3.5 x 4
 (need 100) 

Large box 8 x 5.75 x 2.5
 (need 30) 

If you can help, let Martha Bertrand 
know how many and which size 
boxes you would like to fill.  She 
will get the boxes to you.  Once you 
fill the boxes, you can contact 
Martha for a pickup, drop them by 
her home or leave them with the 
church office.  You can contact her 
directly by email at 
mbertrand651@gmail.com or you 
can call the church office at 706-733
-0513.  Filled boxes need to be 
received by Wednesday, December 
16 so they can be taken to GAP 
Thursday morning. 

Martha Bertrand 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

The Congregational Life Ministry 
Team is hosting two opportunities 
for Christmas Caroling this 
year.  We’re looking forward to 
sharing musical cheer even though 
both opportunities will be different 
than previous years because of 
current conditions and health 
guidelines.   

Caroling Video 

Carolers can’t 
come to your 
homes in-
person this 
year, so we’re 

making a Christmas caroling video 
instead!  Anyone who would like to 
be part of the Covenant Christmas 
Carols video is invited to gather in 
the music room on Sunday, 
December 6 after the 11 a.m. 
worship.  We will then move outside 
to the garden to sing. Festive attire is 
encouraged.  Once the video is 
complete, a link will be sent to 
Covenant’s members and friends to 
enjoy. 

Caroling at Brandon Wilde 

Our second caroling event will be at 
Brandon Wilde on Wednesday, 
December 16.  We will meet at 
Covenant at 5:00 p.m. then drive to 
Brandon Wilde where they will be 
expecting us at 5:30 p.m. Masks are 
required, and all carolers must be 14 
years old or older.  All carolers will 
have their temperature checked at 
the gate.  A list of carolers is needed 
by December 13th so that the guard 
at the gate will know who is 
coming.  Please contact the church 
office or register online at https://
tinyurl.com/2020caroling by 
December 12.  

If you have questions about either 
event, please contact Chris Terry 
(email:  caterry005@gmail.com and 
(706) 832-2017). 

Congregational 
Life 

Poinsettias 

If you would like to 
remember or honor 
family or friends this 
Christmas through the 
gift of poinsettias, you 
are invited to make a contribution 
to the Christmas Poinsettias Fund. 
Poinsettias will be in the Sanctuary 
November 29 through Christmas 
Day. (A separate plant may not be 
purchased for each contribution.) 
Any excess money received goes 
into the general flower fund to be 
used to purchase arrangements for 
Sundays when there is no donor, or 
to enhance the beauty of the 
Covenant grounds through the 
purchase of plants. 
 
To cover the cost of the 
poinsettias, we request a 
contribution of at least $15.00 for 
each dedication. Dedications will 
be printed in the bulletins on 
December 13, 20, and Christmas 
Eve. If you want to take a 
poinsettia with you, please wait 
until after the Christmas Eve 
Service. Orders should be in the 
church office no later than 
Thursday, December 10. You may 
donate online at the link provided 
at the end of the form or send 
checks to the church office made 
payable to Covenant Presbyterian 
Church and note for the Christmas 
Poinsettias Fund. (to access the 
form online go to (https://
forms.gle/VamL3za7W7Cdq4xw5)  

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

I would like to contribute to the 
Christmas Poinsettias Fund as follows: 

 

____ In memory of______________ 

_____________________________ 

____ In honor of _______________ 

_____________________________ 

Amount of Contribution 
$___________ 

Name _______________________   

Phone _______________________ 

Presbyterian 
Women 

TREATS FOR TROOPS 

Covenant will be 
collecting 
individually 
packaged treats for 
making "goodie bags" for soldiers at 
Fort Gordon. Presbyterian Women 
will pack 100 bags for distribution to 
our troops by Tim Baranoski, 
chaplain at Fort Gordon. Please 
consider donating individually 
packaged food items, such as cheese 
crackers, granola bars, fruit roll-ups, 
pretzels, and candy. Place your 
items in the boxes in front of the 
office by Wednesday, December 9. 

SANTA CLAUS EXPRESS 

Each year our Presbyterian Women 
celebrate the holidays with the 
residents of Presbyterian Home in 
Quitman, Georgia and Presbyterian 
Village in Austell, GA.  Many of 
these residents have outlived 
their finances and benefit from the 
loving homes at these 
facilities.  This year Presbyterian 
Homes is asking for monetary 
contributions rather than donations 
of items for the residents due to 
COVID.  Your contribution will 
help Presbyterian Homes of Georgia 
to purchase items and spread a little 
holiday cheer to some of the homes' 
neediest residents.  You may send a 
check marked as Santa Claus 
Express to Presbyterian Homes of 
GA, Development Office, P.O. Box 
95727, Duluth, GA 30095. Or, you 
may donate by using a credit card at 
the following website - https://
www.phgainc.org/donate/general-
caring-hands/. Please make your 
contribution by Friday, December 
11.    

 

tel:7068322017
https://forms.gle/VamL3za7W7Cdq4xw5
https://forms.gle/VamL3za7W7Cdq4xw5
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Church Member Profiles 
COLONEL (RETIRED) LOUIS A. K. SYLVESTER 

Colonel (Ret) Louis A. K. Sylvester is a 1958 graduate of 
Central High School in Mobile AL.  He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 1963 from Mobile’s Spring Hill 
College, and a master’s degree in 1973 from Jacksonville 
State University in Jacksonville, AL.  Both degrees were 
in the field of Education.  Along with his baccalaureate 
degree from Spring Hill, he earned a commission as a 2nd 
Lieutenant from the College’s Army, Reserve Officer’s 
Training Corps Program. 

After graduating from Spring Hill, he taught for one year 
in Minneapolis, MN, and then served for over 27 years 
on active duty as a Regular Army, Infantry Officer.  
During his distinguished career, he commanded units at 
the platoon, company, battalion, and brigade levels.  He 
also served as a staff officer at the battalion, brigade, 
installation, and Army levels, and as a Tactical Officer at 
the US Military Academy at West Point, NY.  His 
military education included the Infantry Officer’s Basic 
and Advanced Courses, the Airborne (Parachute) Course, 
the US Navy’s Amphibious Warfare Course, and the 
Army’s prestigious Command and General Staff College. 

His military decorations follow:  3 awards of the highly 
prestigious Legion of Merit; 2 Awards of the Bronze Star 
Medal with “V” Device for valor demonstrated against 
enemy forces in the former Republic of South Vietnam; 
2 more Bronze Star Medals for outstanding service in 
that same armed conflict; 2 Meritorious Service Medals, 
2 Army Commendation Medals, 1 Army Achievement 
Medal, the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Bronze 
Star awarded by the former Republic of South Vietnam, 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the Parachutist Badge, 
and several service and overseas theater medals.  Colonel 
Sylvester retired from active federal service in 
September of 1991. 

After retirement from the Army, he spent 13 years as a 
math teacher and guidance counselor at Sego Middle 
School in Augusta, where, in the year 2000, he earned 
Teacher of the Year status.  He retired in 2004 but 
worked part time for one more year as a math teacher in 
an after school program at Sego.  After one year of full 
retirement, he re-entered the workforce in 2016 as a 
guidance counselor at Greenbrier High School in Evans, 
until his third retirement in June 2018.  This third 
retirement completed 54 years of civilian employment 
and military service to the nation. 

Colonel Sylvester is a frequent visitor to Covenant.  He 

and his wife Vivian, who is a retired elementary school 

principal, have three sons, one daughter, three daughters-

in law, one son-in-law, and they enjoy their 11 

grandchildren, and one great grandchild. 

Col. Louis Sylvester 

RENEE HERRING 

Born and raised in Miami, Renee Herring lived just a few 
blocks away from what is now Dolphin Stadium. Renee 
has 2 twin brothers and 2 sisters and she grew up loving 
her close-knit family and cherishing Miami’s culture, 
music and art scene. Renee’s mom now lives in Augusta 
with her. Renee’s large extended family provides her 
with many happy memories of family gatherings and fun 
outings. Add to this her love of travel, and Renee was 
always ready to take off for the next reunion.  

After completing high school in Miami, Renee attended 
Florida State University where she majored in accounting 
and finance. Several years later, she also received an 
Associate in Arts degree in culinary arts. She tried her 
hand at catering, but due to the economic down-turn in 
2007, it was difficult to find employment.  At this point, 
Renee joined the Army for a 4-year tour of duty, which 
includes 8 months in Iraq. Following discharge, she felt 
“unsettled” and was searching for a place to call home. 
She found it when a good job offer presented itself in 
Augusta, where she works as an Intelligence Analyst at 
Fort Gordon. Renee says that Augusta feels like home 
and she is able to enjoy the cultural aspects of our city, 
especially the symphony.    

Renee’s mother was Presbyterian while her dad attended 
a Baptist church. Renee attended both at various times, 
but rather than claiming one denomination, she describes 
herself as a “child of God.” She began attending 
Covenant in 2012 and said the congregation’s warm, 
friendly attitude is what made her want to join us. Renee 
usually attends the early service.  

Renee is also a foster parent. Her longest placement was 
with twin girls who were 22 months old. She had them 
for 20 months and admits that it was very hard to let them 
go back home again.  

Besides travel, Renee enjoys music and in the past played 
the alto sax and learned several other instruments. She is 
also interested in financial preparedness, reading, and 
watching Asian TV with English subtitles, especially 
Korean TV programs. She belongs to a ladies travel 
group and had to cancel a trip to Mexico this year due to 
the pandemic. She also cancelled a visit to see her 
brother, a non-commissioned officer in the Navy 
stationed in Japan. Renee is hoping for better traveling 
days in the future! 

Kathy Ordelt 
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Creation Care Corner 

Educating Girls is Earth Care 

It might not seem like 
an obvious link at first, 
but one of the most 
impactful things we 
can do to reduce 
greenhouse gas 

emissions is to educate girls and 
provide women with access to 
family planning resources.  As the 
world's population grows, the 
planet's resources will continue to be 
strained.  Women with more 
education choose to have fewer 
children and the children they have 
are healthier. The United Nation's 
Sustainable Development goals 
include 12 years of schooling for all 
children, but currently, 132 million 
school-aged girls are not in school 
because of social and economic 
pressures.  Women with more 
education have better health and 
well-being for themselves and their 
families across a range of 
outcomes.  According to Project 
Drawdown, educated women not 

It’s hard to 
express fully 
how grateful 
we are for the 
incredible love 
and generosity 
y’all have 
shown us over 

the past several months as we’ve 
been preparing for Baby Cooke’s 
arrival.  We’re in the home stretch 
now (he might even be here by the 
time you read this note!), and we’re 
more and more aware of how good 
you have been and are to our family. 

Being pregnant during a pandemic 
has meant that we haven’t been able 
to celebrate this baby with our family 
and friends as we would in non-
pandemic times, which made the 
baby shower celebration with the 
congregation at the end of October 
that much more meaningful for us.  
Everything at the shower – the 
decorations, the yard sign, the yard 

  1 Andrea Butt 
  2 Ralph Gillies 
  3 Christopher Henry,  
 Jean Phillips 
  4 Audrey Baldwin, 
 Elizabeth Fleming 
  5 Janet Boshears,  
  8 Becky DeLecuona 
 10 Lola Bell, Lois Reynolds 
 14 Andy Watson 
 15 Lucyle Ferris 
 16 Riggs Baldwin 
 17 Lisa Snoddy, Rylan Pettit 
 18 Thomas Huff 
 19 Ruth Lowe 
 22 Courtney Davis 
 24 Elizabeth Swink 
 28 John McCrosky 
 31 Gail Baker,  
 Joanie McCraw 

 17 Jean & Tom Dirksen  
 (65 yrs.) 
 28 Joslyn & Marvin Fields,  
 (41 yrs.) 

only have fewer children but are also 
better equipped to be good stewards 
of resources such as food, soil, trees, 
and water.  As a result, they are 
better able to help their communities 
face the impacts of climate 
change. Girls' education, along with 
access to voluntary, high-quality 
family planning are essential 
resources for curbing population 
growth and ensuring the health and 
economic stability of communities in 
developing countries. Project 
Drawdown has calculated the 
population difference that would 
result and the impacts on energy use, 
food, transportation, and 
waste.  They estimate emissions 
reductions equivalent to 85 Gigatons 
of carbon dioxide. If you are 
interested in supporting girls' 
education in developing nations, 
consider these organizations: 
UNICEF, Malala Fund at malala.org, 
and Girl Rising at girlrising.org. 

Amy House, 
Creation Care Task Force 

games, the ice cream truck, all of it – 
was so joyful and fun, and we felt so 
loved.   

Thank you for all of the diapers and 
wipes (we have quite the inventory 
thanks to you!), and thank you too 
for the glider.  It’s going to be the 
perfect spot to rock this baby and 
read stories to him in the months and 
years to come.  Your generosity 
went above and beyond, and we’ve 
also been able to purchase the 
nursery dresser and other nursery 
necessities with your monetary gifts.   

Covenant will always have a special 
place in our family’s life, and we 
can’t wait to tell this little boy how 
much his church family loved him 
and cared for him even before he 
was born.  Your love for him and for 
us is a reflection of God’s love for 
each of us, and we give thanks that 
we get to share that love with y’all! 

Thank You from Andy and Katelyn 

CHRISTMAS JOY  

OFFERING 

Sunday, December 20 

The Christmas Joy 
Offering reflects 
that God is with us, 
through the gener-
ous gifts that sup-
port church leaders 
among us, retired, 
present and future, 
who have pointed 
us to God. Even as 
we support our 
current and former church leaders 
through the Assistance Program of 
the Board of Pensions, God is calling 
new leaders for our Church and 
world, through the ministry of Pres-
byterian-related schools and colleges 
equipping communities of color — 
offering students the means for a 
brighter future and enhanced oppor-
tunities to use their talents and skills 
to serve God, the Church and the 
world for years to come.  

Baby Cooke’s Nursery 

 



COVENANT CHIMES December 2020 PAGE 11 

December Worship Schedule 

USHERS 

12/6: Jim Buckalew,  

 Jim Crimmins,  Jimmy Lea, 

 Johnny Lowe, Jim Wade 

12/13: Hugh Dobbins,  

 Lucyle Ferris, Dave Lapp, 

 Fidelis Ndingwan 

12/20: Judy Grieve, Chris Henry,  

 Ruth Mayhall,  

 Buddy Simpson, Bill Usry 

12/27: Steve Bell, Dalton Cooper, 

 John Ealick, Angela Hobby 

LITURGIST/READER 

AT 11:00 AM SERVICE 

12/6: Beverly Dorn 
12/13: Lessons and Carols 
12/20: Owen Gillies 
12/27: Jim Crimmins 
 

Prayer Concerns 

PREACHER 

12/6: Stu Ritter 

12/13: Lessons and Carols 

12/20: Karla Conditt Daniels 

12/24: Andy Cooke 

12/27: Stu Ritter 

GREETERS 

12/6: Sabina Widner 
12/13: Deb Pittman 
12/20: Jim Crimmins 
12/27: Lindsay Kircher 

 

A/V TEAM 

December  
Steve Bell, Terry Bowers, John 
Ealick, Owen Gillies, Emma Raider 

The prayer ministry is led by deacons Becky DeLecuona, Sabina Widner, and Dana Johnson. To add a prayer concern, please contact the church 

office at jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 

New Prayer Concerns 

Nancy Holloway (Polly Williams’ 
sister-in-law) – Columbus, Georgia 
(1118) 

David Rhoades – At home (1120) 

Samantha Smith (Becky 
DeLecuona’s cousin) –Pascagoula, 
MS (1123) 

 
Continued Prayer Concerns 

All of Covenant’s Missionaries 
All who serve in the U.S. Military 
Matt Baldwin – At home (1109) 

Helen Chilton (Close relative and 
family friend of Andrea Butt) – At 
home in Hospice Care (0902) 

Adelaide Colborn (Sarah Colborn’s 
granddaughter) – At home with 
hospital treatment of  lymphoma; 
Austin, TX (0805) 

Mildred Coleman (Neighbor and 
Friend of Chuck Baldwin) – 
Emory, treatment of advanced 
Leukemia (0716) 

Juanita Davis (Andrea Butt’s aunt) 
– COVID and Pneumonia, Nursing 
Home in Jacksonville, FL (0916) 

Garrett Grice (brother of Melissa 
Grice Tyler) – hospitalized with 
brain aneurysm (1005) 

Sunny Griffin (Diane’s sister-in-
law) – In hospital ICU, Winston-
Salem, NC (0728) 

Tanner Haywood  (Ann Haywood’s 
grandson) – At home (0401) 

LJ Jay – At home (914) 
Gail Kouame – At home (1004) 

Hazel Reddin (Debbie van Tuyll’s 
sister-in-law) – At home (0525) 

Debbie van Tuyll – At home (0525) 
 

Enduring Concerns 

Dorris Andrews (Elaine Lea’s 
mother) – Brandon Wilde 

Phyllis Daniels – Brandon Wilde 
Lois Davis – Kentwood 
Anne Degrazia – Alpharetta, GA 
Dr. Alva Faulkner – Pavilion, 

Brandon Wilde 
Priscilla Gilman – Washington 

Commons 
Betty Johnston – Brandon Wilde 
Malcolm Kling – Brandon Wilde 
Larry Lutcher  – Brandon Wilde  

Richard and Gloria Jennings 
Marshall – At home  

Leah Mannel – Brandon Wilde 
Jocelyn Martin-Moses (Karell 
Moses’ mother) – At home 

Carol Paulson – At home 
Lois Reynolds – Morning Side 
Elizabeth Swink – At home 
Jane Terry (Chris Terry’s mother) – 

Lake Wales, FL 
Barbara Williams – Brandon Wilde 

 

Sympathies  

Sympathies are extended to: 
The family of Sue Blackstock who 

died October 30. 
Becky DeLecuona and family on the 

death of family member Isabel 
Maans on November 3, and family 
member Arlene Prickett on 
November 21 

 
And for all those whose 

names we hold in our 
hearts. 

TROUBLE WITH 

LIVESTREAMING? 

If you are experiencing difficulties 
streaming the service on a Sunday 
morning, then you may want to 
return to our website on Sunday 
afternoons. We always record the 
service and post it there later in the 
day. You may also wish to watch 
past services that you may have 
missed. Please visit 
www.covenantaugusta.org and click 
on the worship tab to learn more. 

mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
http://www.covenantaugusta.org
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New Members Linda-Jean and Charles Jay joined Cove-
nant, November  1, Kirking Sunday. 

Covenant Preschool honoring Veterans. 
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