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Covenant        

Chimes 
November 2020 COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

From Our Pastor Notes from Session 

October 4  

One Session member was excused 
from the meeting with the rest of the 
members present. Also present were 
Katelyn Gordon Cooke, Moderator 
of the meeting, Andy Cooke, 
Treasurer Aubrey Moore and Music 
Director Lyn Patterson. 

After a quorum was declared and 
voice given to non-Session 
members, Katelyn asked members 
what World Communion Sunday 
meant to them. She shared the video 
of church members saying “Come to 
the Table” in many spoken 
languages and sign language. She 
then opened a discussion of “What is 
the body of Christ” and how it 
relates to being connected to others 
of faith around the world. Katelyn 
ended the discussion with prayer and 
opened the meeting. 

Clerk’s Report: 

• No building usage request 

• Two deaths: Isabel Lecuona, and 
JoAnn Cheeley Ealick 

• 4 Commissioners for the October 
27 Northeast Georgia Presbytery 
meeting were chosen: Judy 
Grieve, Andrea Butt, Terry 
Bowers and Chuck Baldwin. 

Treasurer’s Report 

• The church continues with a 
surplus in the budget even 
though expenses went up. 

• Preschool budget information 
was not available in time for this 
meeting. 

(See “Session Notes,” page 2) 

I’m writing this Chimes article from 

the kitchen table of a cottage in 

Montreat, North Carolina.  The 

kitchen features a large bay window 

that looks out on the Blue Ridge 

mountains, and the leaves are 

showing off their fall colors.  Andy 

and I have come up here for a week 

of continuing education, and it is a 

gift.  It’s a gift to be in place that 

means so much to us, to be in a place 

that is so beautiful, to have time 

away to think about where we’ve 

been and where God is calling us 

with Covenant, and just to be.   

Gratitude comes easier for me in the 

slowing down, and I’m acutely 

aware of how grateful I am for so 

many things both in the church and 

in my personal life right now.  I hope 

that you are finding moments of 

gratitude in this time too.  If being 

thankful feels like a stretch right now 

(and that would be understandable 

given all that is going on in our 

world and in our lives), maybe there 

will be something in this newsletter 

that sparks gratitude in you.   

This newsletter contains some good 

information about this year’s 

stewardship efforts, which begins 

this month; plans for our parental 

leave (probably) starting next month; 

and a preview of one of our favorite 

Advent worship services at the end 

of the month.  There’s a lot more 

than that in these pages, and each 

invitation, mission opportunity, and 

article serve as a reminder of just 

how good and generous our God is.  

In all things, thanks be to God! 

Grace, peace, and gratitude, 

Katelyn 

Pictures from the Congregational Shower for Baby Cooke 

Saturday, October 24 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All Covenant Members 

Co-Pastors:   

The Rev. Katelyn Gordon Cooke and  

The Rev. Andy Cooke 

Director of Music and Organist:  

Lyn M. Patterson 

Parish Associates:  

The Rev. Karla Conditt Daniels,  

The Rev. Dr. Gloria Jennings Marshall 

Nursery Caregiver:  Mary Simms 

Church Secretary: Judy Strogonoff 

Finance Secretary: Linda-Jean “LJ” 

Jay 

Preschool Director: Lauren Stull 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Church  
3131 Walton Way, Augusta, GA 30909 

(706) 733-0513  

info@covenantaugusta.org 

www.covenantaugusta.org 

www.facebook.com/covenantaugusta 

Office Hours:   

9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. Mon-Fri 

Session Notes 
(continued from page 1) 

Task Force Reports: 

• Open the Gates Task Force 
recommendation to continue in 
Stage 1 through December 6, 
2020 passed. 

• Stewardship Task Force 
presented the Stewardship 
Theme: Reconsider, Reconnect 
and Recommit based on Joshua 
24 and the renewal of the 
Covenant with God. 

• Dedication Sunday will be 
November 15. 

Ministry Reports: 

• Building and Grounds is keeping 
up with Covenant needs. 

• Education is working on Advent 
events. 

• Congregational Life will hold 
two food truck events in 
October. They are working on 
Trunk or Treat for Halloween. 

• Worship is continuing work on 
Advent services and Kirkin’. 

• Mission will have yard signs up 
along Walton Way and Aumond 
Rd.: Isaiah 41:10 - Do not fear/I 
am/ with you 

• Sustainability recommended the 
updated Preschool Director job 
description which was passed as 
amended.   

Deacons: 

• Andy reported that the 
Diaconate met on September 14 
and all teams are working to 
meet congregational needs. 

Old Business: 

• Andy shared the format for the 
hybrid Congregational Meeting 
November 8 which will combine 

online voting with voting in 
person. More information will be 
distributed soon. 

New Business: 

• The Co-Pastors’ annual review 
swill be referred to Sustainability 
to coordinate. 

Co-Pastors’ report: 

Andy informed Session the best 
dates for the annual Officers’ retreat 
would be February 12 & 13 with 
Installation February 14. He reported 
the Nominating Committee is 
meeting regularly and making great 
progress. He and Katelyn will still go 
to Montreat to work on pastoral 
issues and are disappointed the 
conference they planned to attend 
has been cancelled. Andy has agreed 
to serve as Treasurer for Northeast 
Georgia Presbytery if elected at the 
October 27, 2020 meeting being held 
on Zoom. He outlined plans for 
Maternity/Paternity leave. Katelyn 
will take the full 12 weeks of leave 
and he will be on leave the first two 
weeks after the baby is born.  Karla 
Conditt Daniels and Stu Ritter will 
fill in the weeks Andy is on leave. 

Open Forum 

Judy Grieve reminded all present of 
the Congregational Shower for 
Katelyn and Andy on October 24 
from 4-6 in the Aumond Road side 
yard. 

Katelyn closed the meeting with 
prayer. 

On the Sabbath we especially care 
for the seed of eternity planted in the 
soul.  Abraham Joshua Hershel 

 Judy Grieve, 
Clerk  

Mission 

GAP ITEM OF THE 

MONTH 

The item of the month for November  
is stuffing mix (that only needs water 
added). This item will be a welcome 
addition to our Food Pantry shelves.  

GAP Ministries continues to serve the 
hungry through its food pantry, and 
our supplies are running low. We 
appreciate all that Golden Harvest 
does to keep us stocked, but their 
inventory is down, too. When you are 
at the store, remember that we 
especially need bar soap, canned meat, 
and canned vegetables. If you are 
sewing face masks, please donate 
some for our homeless clients. A 
donation box is outside the church on 
the landing beside the office door.  

Mary Beachum 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

ENDS NOVEMBER 1 

Please remember to 
turn your clocks back 
one hour, on the 
evening of Saturday, 
October 31.   

Baptism of Keenan Banks, October 18 
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TROUBLE WITH 

LIVESTREAMING? 

If you are experiencing difficulties 
streaming the service on a Sunday 
morning, then you may want to 
return to our website on Sunday 
afternoons. We always record the 
service and post it there later in the 
day. You may also wish to watch 
past services that you may have 
missed. Please visit 
www.covenantaugusta.org and click 
on the worship tab to learn more. 

At the conclusion of our November 
8 worship service, we will have a 
congregational meeting at 
approximately noon to hear the 
report of the Congregational 
Nominating Committee and to elect 
four elders, three deacons, and two 
members of the Congregational 
Nominating Committee. Due to 
pandemic restrictions, the Session 
has determined that members of the 
congregation may participate in this 
meeting either online or in person. 
Because of the complexities of 
voting in a hybrid in-person/online 
congregational meeting, there will 
be no motions apart from the  
motion(s) to elect nominees. Andy 
Cooke will be moderating this 
meeting. If you have any concerns 
about parliamentary procedure or  
polity, or if you intend to exercise 
your right to make additional 
nominations, then please be in touch 
with Andy ahead of time so that we 
can do that in an orderly fashion and 
ensure that everyone can participate. 
The Clerk of Session, Judy Grieve, 
will be responsible for registering 
attendance, declaring a quorum of at 
least 26 members, and tabulating 
votes. 

To participate in person: Please 
register to attend the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Members who 
attend the meeting in person will 

vote as they normally do. Because 
neither a voice vote nor a secret 
ballot will be possible for those who 
are voting online, voting will be 
done through a show of hands. 

To participate online: Please watch 
the 11:00 a.m. worship service 
online. Members who attend the 
meeting online may register their 
presence and vote using a Google 
Form. The link is  https://
tinyurl.com/Nov2020CongMtg. 
The Google Form should only be 
used by those who are watching the 
proceedings online and proxy voting 
is not permitted. Voting will happen 
in real time and cannot begin early, 
since the ballot may change during 
the meeting. Once the Google Form 
is announced open during the 
meeting, at least five minutes will be 
permitted for online voting before 
the form is closed. Everyone who 
votes on the form will be required to 
list their name so that their 
membership can be confirmed. If 
you need assistance during the 
meeting, then you may call the help 
line at 706-922-3742. 

Thank you for your patience with us 
as we work to make this 
congregational meeting as accessible 
to as many members as possible 
while ensuring the health and safety 
of our congregation. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, November 8 at the conclusion of worship 
KIRKING 2020 

As you might imagine and probably 

expect, this year’s Kirking Sunday, 

November 1, will look somewhat 

different from events of previous 

years.  Due to current health 

considerations, we are unable to host 

the annual 

Kirking 

Concert, 

Kirking Tea 

with live 

music, or the 

Aiken County 

Sheriff Pipes and Drum.   

However, Celtic Harpers Debbie van 

Tuyll and Angel Cleary and several 

other Celtic Musicians have 

graciously agreed to provide Celtic 

Music for our worship service that 

Sunday.  They will play during the 

Pre-Service time as the live stream 

begins, the Prelude, and Special 

Music.  There will also be an 

abbreviated Tartan Processional 

during the music of the Opening 

Hymn and, as the service’s postlude, 

the organ will play the always 

anticipated “Highland Cathedral.”  

While current events have forced us 

to step sideways on what is always 

an exciting weekend at Covenant, 

many of the traditional elements of 

Kirking are being modified in order 

to be maintained.  Don’t forget to 

wear your tartan or plaid on Sunday, 

November 1!  

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 29 ; 11 a.m. 

    

ARE YOU RECEIVING 

OUR EMAILS? 

If you are not 
receiving our emails, 
then please visit 
www.covenantaugusta.org and sign 
up. This is the best way to find out 
what is happening in our 
congregation each week. If you are 
having trouble signing up, then you 
may contact Judy Strogonoff at 
jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 
Our emails are also posted to our 
Facebook page. 

Worship 

http://www.covenantaugusta.org
https://tinyurl.com/Nov2020CongMtg
https://tinyurl.com/Nov2020CongMtg
http://www.covenantaugusta.org
mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
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Congregational Nominating Committee Report 

ELDERS (CLASS OF 2024) 

Steve Bell 

Steve Bell was born and 
raised in a Presbyterian 
home.  He was a youth 
delegate to General 
Assembly from Athens 

Presbytery in 1978. 

Steve was elected a Deacon at 
Covenant Presbyterian in Albany, 
Georgia while he and his lovely wife, 
Lola, lived there after college. 

They moved back to Athens when 
Steve began work at The University of 
Georgia and joined Covenant 
Presbyterian Church there.  (See a 
pattern here?  LOL). Steve served as 
an Elder, Clerk of Session and he and 
Lola were Youth Advisors to the 
Sunday night youth group.  Steve lead 
Journey Class, an adult Sunday School 
class for 25 years.  

Upon moving to Martinez this past 
December, to be near family, Lola and 
Steve joined here at Covenant 
Augusta.  They have two children, 
both married with families, and six 
grandchildren with another due in 
December.  

Chris Henry 

Chris taught physical 
education, math, coached 
football, basketball, and 
wrestling and served as an 
athletic director at Aquinas 
and Hephzibah High 

School. With graduate degrees in 
education administration, he served as 
middle school assistant principal, 
middle school principal, and high 
school principal. His final position was 
Burke County Public Schools assistant 
superintendent.  Chris retired from 
public education December 1, 2016.  
Chris and Anne have three children 
and two grandchildren. 

Chris has been an active part of the 
congregation.  He served as Elder, 
Chair of Sustainability Ministry Team, 
and on Education Ministry Team.  He 
also served on the Preschool Director 
Search committee and the 
Congregational Nominating 
Committee.    

Mary McCarter 

Mary M. McCarter officially 
joined her Covenant family in 
June 2019 however had been 
attending church previously 
for some time. Originally 
from Indiana, Mary made her way to 
Augusta in January 2015. Mary has 
been blessed with raising 5 children, 
and  spoiling 5 Grandkids. Mary is a 
Mechanical Engineer and works for a 
local cookie manufacturer. Mary is 
currently overseeing the flower 
calendar at Covenant and is 
participating is several committees at 
Covenant. Community Service is a 
desired area where Mary hopes to 
contribute more of her free time. 

Hubert van Tuyll 

Hubert van Tuyll  has been a member 
of Covenant since 1991. Firmly 
committed to the Reformed style of 
governance and worship, he has been 
active at Covenant through music, 
teaching Sunday school, and serving 
as Elder and Deacon. He is married to 
Covenant member Debbie Reddin van 
Tuyll. 

DEACONS (CLASS OF 2024) 

Fred Gehle 

Fred has been a 
member of Covenant 
since 1972.  Earlier, he 
has been an elder, 
deacon and trustee.  When his children 
were growing up in the church, he 
also served as a Sunday school 
teacher.  Four of his six children were 
married by three different Covenant 
ministers, one on the patio of his 
home.  He is currently coordinator of 
the Church Member Profiles program 
that he started six years ago. 

Lindsay Kircher 

Lindsay Kircher has been at 
Covenant since she was a 
child. She sang in the choir, 
was a Sunday school teacher, 
and a youth leader. She was 
on the pastor nominating 
committee that brought Rob 

Watkins to Covenant, and she has 
served as a deacon. Lindsay is a 
reader for worship services and is the 
current greeter/coffee bar coordinator. 
She is a hair stylist and she has 2 dogs 
and 2 cats. 

Deborah (Deb) Pittman 

Deborah Pittman was born 
and raised in Atlanta. She 
came to Augusta when her 
husband, Blake, accepted a 
deployment at Fort Gordon. 
Deborah has one son, 
named Jimmy. She found Covenant 
when she started sending her son to 
the preschool. Deborah enjoys 
spending time with her family, 
hiking, planning parties, and cooking. 
She is honored to be a part of the 
Covenant family and is excited to see 
what God has in store for her. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Dalton Cooper 

Dalton Cooper has been a member of 
Covenant since 2013. 
During his time at 
Covenant, Dalton has 
served as an usher, 
Children's Church leader, 

Youth Group leader, and as a member 
of the Stewardship Task Force. 
Outside of church, Dalton attends law 
school at the University of South 
Carolina and is married to his high 
school sweetheart, married to his 
high school sweetheart, 
Katie.  Dalton and Katie’s 
daughter Charlotte Elzie was born 
on October 27.  

Maatsi Ndingwan 

Maatsi Ndingwan has 
been a member of 
Covenant since 2019.  She 
has participated in life at 
Covenant by singing in 
the family choir and 
cooking for meals on wheels. She is a 
member of the Young Adult Ministry 
and serves as a teacher in children’s 
church on Sunday during service. She 
has also participated in some 
Presbyterian Women’s activities.  She 
works as an Environmental Scientist 
at the Savannah River Site.  She is 
married to Fidelis, and they have two 
children - a son, Samuel, who is in 
the 1st grade; and a daughter Ivanna, 
in preschool. 

Respectifully submitted by the 
Congregational Nominating Committee,  
Chris Terry, Chair. 
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Education 

ADULT 

Members of the SALT (Sharing and 
Learning Together) and Choir 
Sunday School classes invite you to 
join us for an interesting and 
engaging study as we resume our 
regular Sunday classes via Zoom at 
9:45 AM.  

Walking the Crooked Path: Lament, 
Hope, Thanksgiving, and Joy 

All Covenant adults are invited to 
participate via Zoom in a combined 
Sunday School class series called 
"Walking the Crooked Path: Lament, 
Hope, Thanksgiving, and Joy." We 
have many reasons to lament in our 
present times, but with God's help, 
we can also walk onward to hope, 
thanksgiving, and joy. Moving down 
this path allows us to once again 
rejoice in God’s sovereignty and 
blessings. Brock Daniels will have a 
Zoom screen set up in the church 
parlor each week at 9:45 AM for 
those folks who cannot participate 
from home. For questions about 
adult classes, feel free to contact 
Judy Grieve, Brock Daniels, or 
Kathy Ordelt. 

Companions in Christ meets each 
Monday at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

Disciples class is studying First 
Corinthians by Kergyma and will 
meet Wednesday, November 11 and 
25 from 1-2:30pm via Zoom. New 
members are most welcome. We 
have the books and would love to 
have you join us. Contact Judy 
Grieve judygrieve@mac.com for 
more information. 

YOUNG 

ADULT  

Thursday, 
November 19 // 
7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

This monthly 
virtual gathering for Covenant 
Young Adults includes time for 
fellowship, Bible study, and prayer.  
Young adults take turns leading the 
discussion, and we always enjoy 
some good theological conversation.  
Hope to see you there! 

YOUTH 

It’s a new month of youth ministry 
fun at Covenant!  Read on to see 
what’s happening in November, and 
be sure to add these dates to your 
family calendars.  If you have 
questions about any of these 
activities, please contact Katelyn 
(kcooke@covenantaugusta.org). 

Youth Bible Study 

Sundays, November 1 and 15 
3:00-4:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Middle and high school youth are 
continuing to read through the 
Gospel of Mark together.  Mark is 
the shortest gospel, but it’s still full 
of interesting stories and questions 
about Jesus’ life on earth.  Carrie 
Neill and Pastor Katelyn lead this bi-
monthly study, and all youth are 
welcome to join us! 

Second Sunday Service //  
Rake and Run 

Sunday, November 8 
3:00-4:30 p.m. 

This month’s service activity is 
lending some helping hands to 
neighbors and raking leaves from 
their yards.  We’ll meet at the church 
and then head out from there.  Plan 
to bring rakes and gloves if you have 
them.  Parents, check your email as 
the date gets closer for more details. 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship // 
Movie Matinee 

Sunday, November 22 
3:00-5:00 p.m. 

It’s movie time!  We’ll gather in the 
Fellowship Hall (socially-distanced 
with masks) for a matinee showing 
of a movie of the youth’s choice.  
Snacks will be provided! 

CHILDREN 

Covenant Kids’ Club  

It’s been so fun to see Covenant 
preschool and elementary school 
children enjoying the Bible stories, 
crafts, and “something specials” in 
each month’s Kids Club bag! 

We’re mixing it up a bit in 
November and December.  For those 
two months, children will receive a 
special box of goodies in the mail.  
This one box will have items for 
November and December, which 
means your Advent resources will be 
included!  Keep an eye out for your 
box to arrive in the mail in mid-to-
late November! 

Kids’ Zoom Gathering 
Sunday, November 15  
2:00-2:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Join Pastor Katelyn and Mr. Ralph 
for a time of fellowship, mystery 
guests, games, Bible stories, and 
prayer. We hope you’ll join us! 

Preschool kiddos are asked to have 
an adult accompany them on the 
Zoom call.  Thank you! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

FELLOWSHIP 

During the month of November, 

we’re taking a break from 

Wednesday night programs.   
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THORNWELL HOME SPECIAL OFFERING 

We will take up a special offering for the Thornwell Home for Children in Clinton, SC on Sunday, 
November 22.   

With a legacy of hope and healing that began in the heart of a young pastor in 1875, Thornwell serves 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and reunite families, and support healthy communities in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Thornwell activates its mission with a Christ-centered continuum of care to 
build strong children and families across FL, GA, and SC. When the organization started, the first 
funds came from a young boy. Thornwell Emphasis Month honors this legacy by inviting each of us 
to contribute what we can—prayers, acts of service, or financial donations. Family takes all of us. 
Together, we are building strong families.  

Creation Care Corner 

Christians Should Be  
Climate Activists 

In this article, I would like to step 
back from the “how to” of climate 
action and share some of my 
reflections on “why” Christians 
should be taking climate action. In an 
earlier article, I described how 
climate science became politicized in 
the 1990s and early 2000s through 
the fossil fuel industry's efforts to 
fight regulation and protect their 
business interests.  As a result, many 
Christians who align with 
conservative politics have been 
persuaded by prominent politicians 
and pundits to doubt climate science 
and to see climate change efforts as 
part of a “liberal agenda.”  The 
skepticism of conservative Christians 
may be one of the main reasons the 
U.S. has been slow to enact climate 
change policies.  The current 
administration has made no secret of 
its stance against policies addressing 
climate change, and in fact, has 
pulled out of the Paris Climate 
Agreement and rolled back over 100 
environmental regulations meant to 
protect clean air and clean 
water.  However, Christians do not 
owe loyalty to a particular political 
party.  We worship the Creator, and 
we are called as stewards of creation 
to care for the Earth.  There are three 
main reasons why I think the 
Christian church needs to be deeply 
invested in the fight against climate 
change.   

1) The Bible speaks of shalom as 
God's intention for human life and 
creation.  Shalom is often translated 

as "peace" but it is more than the 
absence of conflict.  It means 
universal wholeness, flourishing, and 
harmony.  Shalom is 
communal.  Shalom means living in 
relationships of mutuality, including 
our relationship with all of creation 
and the Earth itself.  A movement to 
slow climate change is a movement 
toward shalom.  Slowing climate 
change requires a communal effort to 
change our way of life.  It requires 
that we recognize the idols we have 
made of unrestrained production and 
consumption and that we appreciate 
that our lives are inextricably bound 
up with all other human life, as well 
as with the lives of other species, and 
with the planet itself.  God's people 
are called to be a blessing to the 
world, and to participate in God's 
shalom.  

2) Climate change is affecting the 
poor and vulnerable first and most. 
Mercy Corps reports that "three out 
of four people living in poverty rely 
on agriculture and natural resources 
to survive. For these people, the 
effects of climate change — shifting 
weather, limited water sources, and 
increased competition for resources 
— are a real matter of life and 
death."  Climate change is happening 
now and creating crises for people 
who have the least resources.  The 
message of the Gospel is clear that 
God's people are to be about the work 
of love, mercy, and justice, especially 
for the "least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine" (Matt 25:40), and the 
harshest judgment is reserved for 
those who neglect the needs of the 
most vulnerable.   Many of us are 

already committed to feeding those 
who are hungry and sheltering those 
who have lost their homes. If we 
look at the impact of the changing 
climate we can see that it is making 
drought, famine, homelessness, 
poverty, and disease worse across the 
globe.  Doing the work of love, 
mercy, and justice means fighting 
climate change. 

3) We are people of the 
resurrection who know how to speak 
life and hope into places of death and 
despair.  "Climate despair" is the 
growing fear that we will not act 
soon enough and that we are on an 
inevitable path that will make the 
Earth inhospitable to human 
life.  While an understandable 
response, despair risks leading to 
passivity and inaction.  We cannot 
afford inaction. We must act 
urgently and collectively to protect 
the Earth for our children and future 
generations. The Good News is that 
we are people who live and proclaim 
a story of resurrection: that when all 
hope is lost, God's restorative and 
transformational love has the last 
word.  We have hope in the One who 
has the power to redeem what has 
been lost and we are called to 
participate as servants in the holy 
work of restoring our climate 
systems to safe and healthy states.   

God loves the world. May we live 
into the vision God has for us and for 
the world, acting with compassion 
and humility, seeking a just and 
sustainable world for everyone.  

Amy House, 
Creation Care Task Force 
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A NOTE FROM YOUR TREASURER 

I am happy to report that the Covenant economy remains strong. Our members 
and friends continue to give generously in support of our ministry and mission, 
even in the midst of the turmoil known simply as 2020. On the revenue side, 
pledges remain strong, loose plate is obviously down, and non-pledge gifts are 
expected to approach budget by year end. With 9-months complete, total reve-
nues are within 1% of budget. On the expense side, spending by ministry 
teams remains below budget; and, in some cases, well below budget, and total 
expenses are 4% below budget. As shown in the accompanying chart, we cur-
rently have a budget surplus of $19,099.55. The Spirit is alive, and God is 
good—all the time. 

Faithfully, 
Aubrey Moore 

Presbyterian 

Women 

PW BIBLE STUDY 

All Covenant women are invited to 
this year's Presbyterian Women 
Bible study, Into the Light: Finding 
Hope Through Prayers of Lament 
by P. Lynn Miller. This is a 
fascinating look at not only scriptural 
prayers and hymns of lament, but 
also seeing how lament makes its 
way into contemporary music and 
poetry. Join us as we learn how to 
use lament to grow closer to God and 
to help us process our deepest 
feelings of guilt and remorse.  

Join us via Zoom, either from home 
or in Room 12 with Cindy Wallerich, 
who will have a Zoom screen set up 
for viewing at church.   Please 
contact Cindy Wallerich or Kathy 
Ordelt if you have any questions.  

NOTE OF THANKS 

I was so very shocked and pleasantly 
surprised to receive the Presbyterian 
Women's Honorary Life 
Membership for 2020 along with 
Mary Beachum ( who majorly 
deserved it). Thank you to all who 
chose me and who think I deserve 
such an honor.  

I am honored and blessed. I love my 
church family and appreciate you all 
so much . Wish I could hug you all. 
Hopefully in the future. 

Gail Baker 

Food Truck Friday, October 9 
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Covenant  
Preschool 

Fall is in full swing at the preschool 
this month. We are taking fall 
pictures and have setup the month 
with our Totally Terrific Thursdays! 
We read, The Monster at the End of 
this Book. The children LOVED 
painting Grover’s fur with Qtips and 
his eyes and nose with a big fat 
marshmallow! The children didn’t 
mind a bit they were able to eat one 
too. Spookley the Square Pumpkin 
will be the focus of our chapel 
lesson, Spookley, does not fit in with 
the rest of the pumpkins because he 
is square instead of big and round. 
I’d call that pumpkin dipping!! We 
will carry the theme through the 
week making a square graham 
cracker with 
orange icing. 
At this point in 
the year, we 
have our 
bucket filling 
and dipping in 
full swing. 
Parents have 
caught onto the 
concept, and we are raising all kinds 
of bucket filling children. I love to 
hear the parents tell me they were in 
trouble for being a bucket dipper. 
Our item of the month this month is 
a jelly jar or mason jar. We intend to 
use these next month as “thankful 
jars.” Please drop these off outside 
of the church office. Thanks to all of 
you for your continued prayers and 
support for the preschool. 

We are looking for teachers to add to 
our sub list and and staff.  Please 
refer any recommendations to me at: 
706-733-8102, or email 
preschool@covenantaugusta.org. 
These positions would be part-time, 
9am-1pm., Monday-Friday 
availability.   

 

Lauren Stull 
Preschool Director 

When Andy and I were talking with 
Covenant’s pastor nominating 
committee back in July 2018, I asked 
the question, “What’s the church 
policy around paternity leave?”  
There was this moment of silence as 
the group (including Andy) looked at 
me a little strangely, and then I 
realized that I had misspoken.  “I 
mean, parental leave,” I said. 

At the time, the church’s parental 
leave policy was being revised, and 
Andy and I are both grateful to the 
Sustainability Ministry Team and the 
Session for doing good work around 
creating a policy for parental leave 
earlier this year.  We’re also grateful 
that the policy is approved as 
parental leave, meaning that 
Covenant does in fact have a 
paternity leave policy now! 

We are aware that you may have 
some questions about what this time 
will looks like, so I’ve compiled a 
short list of questions and responses 
for you. 

What’s your plan for maternity 
leave? 

My plan is to take the full 12 weeks 
offered in the personnel policy and to 
start counting those 12 weeks when 
the baby is born.  If there’s a need 
for me to go on bed rest or not work 
before the baby arrives, I’ll start 
counting maternity leave time at that 
point. 

What’s Andy’s plan? 

Andy will take two weeks of 
paternity leave upon the baby’s birth.  
Unless there are complications with 
my recovery, the baby’s health, etc., 
Andy will be back at work after 
those two weeks. 

When’s the baby’s due date again? 

December 3. 

Leave it to a double PK (preacher’s 
kid) to be born in December.  Of 
course, there’s a good chance this 

little guy will come a little earlier at 
the end of November.  Either way, it 
does mean that I won’t be involved 
with Advent and Christmas worship 
services this year. 

What does this mean for worship and 
preachers? 

Good question.  Andy and I are so 
grateful for good colleagues, and we 
have several who will be stepping 
into the pulpit in December and 
throughout my maternity leave.  
Worship will happen as usual (at 
least usual in the pandemic sense of 
the word), including special Advent 
services in December that you know 
and love. 

What else should I know? 

Things will feel a bit different than 
you may be used to while one of 
your co-pastors is out for 12 weeks.  
In our conversations with ministry 
teams and the Session, it’s been 
important to name that Andy will not 
be picking up all of the 
responsibilities that I usually cover.  
That’s not really feasible, nor is it 
wise.  It’ll be a group effort among 
Andy and several Covenant 
members, and there’s a still a good 
chance something will fall through 
the cracks.  That’s okay. Grace 
abounds. 

You should also know how very 
thankful Andy and I are that 
Covenant has such a generous policy 
of leave for new parents.  This is not 
the norm in all workplaces or even in 
all churches, and it’s so meaningful 
to know that I can spend time with 
this new little boy, get to know him, 
and get to know myself in the role of 
mother without feeling like I have to 
rush back to work.  Thank you, thank 
you, thank you. 

With gratitude and love, 

Katelyn 

Parental Leave 

mailto:preschool@covenantaugusta.org
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 Church Member Profiles 

JOANIE MCCRAW 

Joanie was born in 1953 in Augusta at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital to Lorraine Lum 
and Harry Joe. In 1964, Joanie’s mom 
married Bill O’Quinn and the family 
moved to Jackson, SC. After graduating 
from Jackson High School in 1971, 
Joanie studied fashion merchandising in 
Jacksonville, FL, then married and 
moved to Anniston, AL, to manage 
Brooks Fashions junior clothing store. 
Eventually Joanie transferred to Atlanta 
to manage the store at Lenox Square 
Mall.  

While in Atlanta, Joanie’s brother, Alan 
Joe, suggested they go to a local 
restaurant to hear Andy McCraw 
perform. Andy was also from Jackson 
and getting together was like a mini 
high school reunion. This was the start 
of a long lasting and fun relationship. 
They left Atlanta and moved to 
Nashville, TN so Andy could pursue his 
musical career. During this time Joanie 
was able to travel with Andy and sing 
harmony on some of his gigs. Her 
favorite gig was their trip to St. Croix!  

Joanie moved back to Augusta in 1994 
to help care for her father Harry Joe 
who had leukemia and Andy came 
home a year later. Joanie searched for a 
home church and became a member of 
Covenant in 1998 and served as Deacon 
for 2 years; she plays handbells during 
church services and is active with the 
Celebration Ringers. Finally, Joanie and 
Andy married in 2006 in the back yard 
of Brock and Karla Conditt-Daniels’ 
home with Knox and Grace in 
attendance. 

Joanie achieved her Realtors license in 
2003 while Andy worked for Goodwill 
Industries then Security Federal Bank. 
Joanie continues to be successful in 
helping people sell and buy real estate 
while balancing care giving for her 
Mom, Lorraine O’Quinn and Stepmom, 
Cara Linn Joe, who recently passed. 
Andy continues his music career at 
home with Imagine Studios in 
Belvedere. 

In their free time, they enjoy golf, 
fishing, and other outdoor activities. 

~ Joanie McCraw 

KEELYN BOWMAN 

I was born here in Augusta at the old 
Fort Gordon Hospital. My father, 
Robert Bowman (deceased), had just 
left for Vietnam and I was a year old 
before he saw me for the first time. We 
moved around a little when I was small 
and lived for a time on the Isle of Palms 
in South Carolina. 

I grew up in the Presbyterian faith and 
attended Cliffwood Presbyterian as a 
child. I attended the kindergarten 
program at Burns Methodist church and 
my teacher was Jo Anne Ealick. 

As a young adult, I lived in Athens, GA 
and then Atlanta, where I lived for 20 
years, working as a retail manager for 
several different companies. While in 
Atlanta, I had my daughter Eliza. When 
Eliza was 7, we moved back to Augusta 
to be near family. Eliza attended CT 
Walker and I worked for Best Buy. 
Later, I would move my career to ADP 
and I am still there now working in 
implementation of software for my 
clients.  

Eliza recently graduated from North 
Augusta High School and is currently 
attending USC-Aiken in their nursing 
program. In 2012, Karell Moses and I 
decided to join our families, so I gained 
another daughter, Marisa Moses. She 
attends Paul Knox Middle School. 
Karell and Marisa are originally from 
Brooklyn/Queens, NY and moved down 
to be with their family in 2011. Karell is 
a graduate of Taft College in New York. 
He currently works for TMobile/Metro 
but will be joining me at ADP shortly. 
We joined Covenant because of the love 
and support of the congregation and 
because we believe in the church’s 
mission in the community.  

~ Keelyn Bowman 
NEW ADDRESS 

Sam McCarter has moved to 

Kentucky.  We are sad to see him 

go, but excited for the next chapter 

in his life!  His new address is: 

174 N. Locust Hill Dr. 

Apt. 2415 

Lexington, KY 4509-1583 
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November Worship Schedule 

USHERS 

11/1: Steve Bell, Dalton Cooper, 

 John Ealick, Angela Hobby 

11/8: Jim Buckalew,  

 Jim Crimmins,  Jimmy Lea, 

 Johnny Lowe, Jim Wade 

11/15: Hugh Dobbins,  

 Lucyle Ferris, Dave Lapp, 

 Fidelis Ndingwan 

11/22: Judy Grieve, Chris Henry,  

 Ruth Mayhall,  

 Buddy Simpson, Bill Usry 

11/29: Steve Bell, Dalton Cooper, 

 John Ealick, Angela Hobby 

LITURGIST/READER 

AT 11:00 AM SERVICE 

11/1: Mac Hobby 
11/8: Bill Paulson 
11/15: Gail Kouame 
11/22: Lindsay Kircher 
11/29: Gail Roat 

Prayer Concerns 

PREACHER 

11/1: Andy Cooke 

11/8: Katelyn Gordon Cooke 

11/15: Andy Cooke 

11/22: Katelyn Gordon Cooke 

11/29: Andy Cooke  

GREETERS 

11/1: Deb Pittman 
11/8: Lindsay Kircher 
11/15: Sabina Widner 
11/22: Jim Crimmins 
11/29: Lindsay Kircher 

FLOWERS 

11/1: Sabina Widner 
11/8: Mary Beachum, Martha 
 Bertrand, Mary McCarter 
11/15: Sabina Widner 
11/22: Joyce Bowers 
11/29: Jim and Phoebe Crimmins 
 

The prayer ministry is led by deacons Becky DeLecuona, Sabina Widner, and Dana Johnson. To add a prayer concern, please contact the church 

office at jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 

A/V TEAM 

November  
Terry Bowers, John Ealick,  
Owen Gillies, Emma Raider 

New Prayer 
Concerns 

Dalton, Katie, and 
Charlotte Elzie 
Cooper – Charlotte 
Elzie’s birth on 
October 27.  

Sympathies extended to 

Karla Conditt Daniels and family 
upon the death of her father Dr. 
Marion “Mernie” Witherspoon 
Conditt  October 27. 

Continued Prayer Concerns 

All of Covenant’s Missionaries 
All who serve in the U.S. Military 
Sue Blackstock – At home (0922) 

Helen Chilton (Close relative and 

family friend of Andrea Butt) – At 

home in Hospice Care (0902) 

Adelaide Colborn (Sarah Colborn’s 

granddaughter) – At home with 

hospital treatment of  lymphoma; 

Austin, TX (0805) 

Mildred Coleman (Neighbor and 
Friend of Chuck Baldwin) – 
Emory, treatment of advanced 
Leukemia (0716) 

Juanita Davis (Andrea Butt’s aunt) 

– COVID and Pneumonia, Nursing 

Home in Jacksonville, FL (0916) 

Garrett Grice (brother of Melissa 

Grice Tyler) – hospitalized with 

brain aneurysm (1005) 

Sunny Griffin (Diane’s sister-in-

law) – In hospital ICU, Winston-

Salem, NC (0728) 

 
Tanner Haywood  (Ann Haywood’s 

grandson) – At home (0401) 

LJ Jay – At home (914) 
Gail Kouame – At home (1004) 

Hazel Reddin (Debbie van Tuyll’s 

sister-in-law) – At home (0525) 

Debbie van Tuyll – At home (0525) 

Enduring Concerns 

Dorris Andrews (Elaine Lea’s 
mother) – Brandon Wilde 

Phyllis Daniels – Brandon Wilde 
Lois Davis – Kentwood 
Anne Degrazia – Alpharetta, GA 
Dr. Alva Faulkner – Pavilion, 

Brandon Wilde 
Priscilla Gilman – Washington 

Commons 
Betty Johnston – Brandon Wilde 
Malcolm Kling – Brandon Wilde 
Larry Lutcher  – Brandon Wilde  
Richard and Gloria Jennings 
Marshall – At home  

Leah Mannel – Brandon Wilde 
Jocelyn Martin-Moses (Karell 
Moses’ mother) – At home 

Carol Paulson – At home 
Lois Reynolds – Morning Side 
Elizabeth Swink – At home 
Jane Terry (Chris Terry’s mother) – 

Lake Wales, FL 
Barbara Williams – Brandon Wilde 

 
 

And for all those whose names we 
hold in our hearts. 

Food Truck Friday, October 23 

mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
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Join us this month as we reimagine our faith and reengage Covenant through our 2021 

commitments. Pledge cards will be in your mailboxes this week. Please take some time to 

review these materials and make plans to join us on November 15 for Dedication Sunday. If 

you are not worshiping in the sanctuary that day, then we would invite you to drive your 

pledge to the church for our Pledge Parade from 9:00-10:45 a.m. We’re looking forward to 

reconsidering, reconnecting, and recommitting ourselves together as we look to the year 

ahead! 

The Stewardship Task Force  


