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Covenant        

Chimes 
April 2020 COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

From our Pastor Notes from Session 

The Officer retreat was held on February 

21-22, 2020  in the Fellowship Hall at 

Covenant. On Friday evening both the 

outgoing and incoming officers enjoyed 

dinner from French Market Grille, thanks 

to Chuck Baldwin. After the delicious 

meal, a short session meeting was held 

with Katelyn inviting the new elders- 

Sarah Colborn, Chris Terry, Brock 

Daniels and Vernon Barnes and new 

deacons- Paula Reardon, Dana Johnson 

and Fidelis Ndingwan to share their faith 

journeys.  The faith journeys were 

accepted by the session. This is a very 

powerful time for all attending.  Outgoing 

officers received a book entitled Prayer 

by Justin McRoberts and Scott Erickson. 

Andy introduced a new tradition: “Passing 

of the Keys”.  Using the passage Matthew 

16: 19 Jesus giving Peter the keys to the 

kingdom, Andy created a sense of purpose 

to the giving and receiving of the keys 

which open the doors to the “kingdom” 

here at Covenant.  Katelyn closed the 

evening with prayer. 

Saturday morning was a learning session 

for the Session and Diaconate. Using 

material from the video series 

Theoacademy, Katelyn and Andy helped 

the officers better understand their jobs in 

“ordered” ministry.  

 

 

 

 

(See “Session Notes,” page 2) 

Last year, Katelyn preached a 
sermon about sabbath and told a 
story about a Presbyterian 
congregation in Columbia, South 
Carolina that closes for two weeks 
every summer for an annual 
“recess.” They tell their members 
to stay at home, to try another 
church, or do something that they 
would never do on a Sunday 
morning. We all smiled when 
Katelyn told that story knowing 
that we would never do something 
so radical at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church. 

Then, COVID-19 invaded every 
facet of our lives and on March 22, 
2020, we did not physically gather 
for a worship service for the first 
time in the history of our 
congregation. While we did not 
come together in the sanctuary, we 
still worshipped. We stayed in our 
pajamas, drank coffee, opened our 
email at 8:30 or 11:00, and 
worshipped from the comfort of 
our homes. As far as we can tell 
based on the number of emails 
opened and the number of views 
on our video, our “attendance” 
more than doubled on March 22. It 
was hard to stay at home that day 
but comforting to know that we 
were still gathering for worship 
online. 

As I write this, it seems that this 
way of doing things may become 
the normal way of doing things for 

many weeks if not many months. 
The leaders of this congregation 
are adapting as quickly as we can 
and moving as much of our work 
online as possible. Amid so much 
anxiety about public health, it can 
be frustrating to try to learn new 
technologies. We are trying to be 
patient with ourselves and each 
other as we make this transition. 
Some things will go smoothly, and 
others will not. And that is okay. 

I do hope that you can find a way 
to connect with us. The Session, 
Diaconate, Ministry Teams, and 
Action Teams are all still meeting 
through an online platform called 
Zoom (www.zoom.com). If you 
are not familiar, it looks like the 
Brady Bunch on your computer 
screen and everyone can talk to 
each other. We are also continuing 
to hold Wednesday Night 
Fellowship, small groups, and 
Sunday school classes through 
Zoom. If you would like us to set 
up a Zoom meeting for your 
group, then please call or email 
and we will do this. 

Worship will continue to happen 
each week through email with a 
video. If you do not get the email, 
then the link will be posted on our 
Facebook page. More information 
can be found at our website, 
www.covenantaugusta.org. 

(See “From the Pastor,” page 2) 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All Covenant Members 

Co-Pastors:   

The Rev. Katelyn Gordon Cooke and  

The Rev. Andy Cooke 

Director of Music and Organist:  

Lyn M. Patterson 

Parish Associates:  

The Rev. Karla Conditt Daniels,  

The Rev. Dr. Gloria Jennings Marshall 

Nursery Caregivers: 

Mary Simms, Caley Rentz 

Church Secretary: Judy Strogonoff 

Finance Secretary: Linda-Jean “LJ” 

Jay 

Preschool Director: Lauren Stull 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Church  
3131 Walton Way, Augusta, GA 30909 

(706) 733-0513  

info@covenantaugusta.org 

www.covenantaugusta.org 

www.facebook.com/covenantaugusta 

Office Hours:   

9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. Mon-Fri 

Session Notes 
(continued from page 1) 

Deacons and Elders separated as 
each body worked out their various 
responsibilities;  

New Ministry Team Elders:  

• Education: Chair Brock Daniels 
and Judy Grieve   

• Building and Grounds: Chair 
Terry Bowers and Chuck 
Baldwin 

• Congregational Life: Chair Joe 
Huff and Chris Terry 

• Mission: Chair Charlotte Ealick 
and Vernon Barnes 

• Sustainability: Chair Andrea 
Butt and Debbie Van Tuyll 

• Worship: Chair Gail Kouame 
and Sarah Colborn 

• Congregational Nominating 
Committee: Chair Chris Terry 
and Debbie van Tuyll 

Diaconate Officers:  

• Moderator Jeff Heck 

• Vice Moderator Sabina Widner 

• Secretary Beverly Dorn 

• Congregational Nominating 
Committee: Jim Crimmins 

If you are not able to connect with us 
online, then rest assured that we will 
still be in touch with you. The 
deacons are creatively adapting to 
make sure that they are caring for 
our congregation when they cannot 
physically be present with you. The 
staff are also making every effort to 
be in touch with you by phone 
during this time. 

This situation is fluid. Things are 
changing more quickly than this 
newsletter can report. For the most 
up-to-date information on our 
calendar, programs, office hours, and 
decisions of the session, please visit 
our website and click on COVID-19 
Response. Katelyn and I would like 
to publicly thank the staff of 
Covenant, who have worked 
tirelessly over the past few weeks to 
adjust the ways that we serve God 
and this community. We are blessed 
with many wonderful people at 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, and 
we will all work together to get 
through this difficult time with 
God’s help. 

Please pray for us and know that we 
are praying for you. We’ll look 
forward to the day when we can all 
gathering in that sanctuary together 
again. 

In Christ, 
Andy Cooke, Co-Pastor 

From the Pastor 
(continued from page 1) 

After lunch Andy convened the 
Session meeting. The Ministry Team 
Officer placements were approved 
by Session. The treasurer Aubrey 
Moore gave a report for the month of 
January. He reported the Preschool 
budget was being worked on by 
Sustainability. 

Sustainability, the only Ministry 
Team report, reported they had not 
hired a second nursery worker but 
were working on it. Katelyn closed 
the meeting with prayer. 

It is a great honor to be able to serve 
as your Clerk. I look forward to our 
journey together, thanking God for 
all he has done, is doing and will do 
for us. Please know that your 
Session and Diaconate are actively 
seeking your prayers as we work to 
make Covenant both safe and 
welcoming for all.  

Judy Grieve, Clerk 

Realm is the 
Database program 
that we use in the 
Church Office but 
did you know that 

it can also be used to communicate 
with Church members, Ministry 
Teams, and small groups like 
Presbyterian Men, Presbyterian 
Women, Sunday School Classes, 
Bible Studies, Disciples and many 
other groups? Realm is also a great 
place to find past and present 

Newsletters and a list of activities 
going on within the Church 
community.  Realm also offers the 
ability for members to see their giving 
details, register for events, and we 
have just recently added the ability to 
give online.  If you would like to 
create a log-in account or cannot 
remember your log-in details, please 
contact the Church Office by calling 
706-733-0513 or emailing Judy at 
jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 

Judy Strogonoff, Church Secretary 

COVENANT ON REALM 
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Covenant  

Preschool 

Holy Week 

 SUSPENSION OF GATHERINGS AT COVENANT 

For the health and safety of our community during the coronavirus pandemic, 

the Session has voted to extend the previous provisions around suspension of 

gatherings at Covenant through Saturday, May 9. This means that we will not 

hold worship services, small group gatherings, or meetings on the property 

anytime before May 9. Instead, all of our gatherings, including worship, will 

happen online. Details of these gatherings will be emailed to the congregation 

and posted on Facebook. Additionally, the church office will have limited 

hours and may be closed without notice. Please call the church office before 

attempting to drop in unannounced. For the most updated information, please 

visit covenantaugusta.org/covid-19-response/. 

COMMUNION ON 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

At the March 31 stated meeting, the 

Session voted to celebrate 

communion only once in April. 

Normally, we would celebrate 

communion every Sunday at 8:30 

a.m. and on the first Sunday at 11:00 

a.m. This month, we will only 

celebrate communion on Thursday, 

April 9 at 7:00 p.m. during the 

Maundy Thursday service. This 

worship service will be streamed live 

online. Directions for participating in 

this service from your home will be 

emailed to you at a later date. While 

it is unprecedented to celebrate 

communion together online, the 

Session and Co-Pastors have been 

intentional about following newly 

release guidance for online 

communion recently released by the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) and we 

are attempting to be as inclusive as is 

possible during a pandemic. We are 

looking forward to celebrating 

communion with you in a new way 

this month and we hope that you will 

plan to join us. 

COMMUNITY  

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

The Presbyterian community Good 

Friday service was originally 

scheduled for April 10 at St. Andrew 

Presbyterian Church. Due to the 

coronavirus pandemic, we have 

made the decision to move that 

service online. Please check your 

email at any time on Good Friday to 

find a link to a pre-recorded service 

led by various Presbyterian clergy 

from the 

Augusta 

area. 

 

COVENANT PRESCHOOL 

CONCLUDES  

SCHOOL YEAR 

On March 31, the Session, in consul-

tation with Preschool Director, made 

the decision to conclude the school 

year at Covenant Preschool. The 

school year was originally scheduled 

to conclude on May 15, but we be-

lieve that an immediate conclusion of 

the school year is the best course of 

action for the health and safety of our 

community. In order to keep our pre-

school staff from facing undue finan-

cial hardship as a result of this deci-

sion, the Session has unanimously 

directed a transfer of $15,000 from 

the Heat/Air Replacement Fund 

(80870) to supplement preschool 

payroll during this time when tuition 

will not be collected. In the midst of 

these difficult times, we believe that 

this action best reflects our core val-

ues of hospitality, compassion, and 

inclusiveness at Covenant Presbyteri-

an Church. 

Andy & Katelyn Cooke, Co-Pastors 

Covenant’s Response to Covid19 

ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR EMAILS? 

If you are not receiving our emails, then please visit 

www.covenantaugusta.org and sign up. This is the 

best way to find out what is happening in our con-

gregation each week. If you are having trouble sign-

ing up, then you may contact Judy Strogonoff at 

jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. Our emails are 

also posted to our Facebook page. 

http://www.covenantaugusta.org
mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
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MEALS AND RECEPTION  

ACTION TEAM 

Management of the spread of the 

coronavirus means that many 

members of our church are now 

staying at home. The deacons, as the 

hands and feet of service to our 

members, wish to help our home-

sheltered members by changing what 

we offer. We need your help. 

The meal and reception team has 

been providing prepared food for our 

members in need, but the more likely 

need for the rest of the spring and 

summer will be for the purchase and 

delivery of groceries. 

Some of our 35 meal team members 

are themselves among the group of 

at-risk population who most need to 

restrict their interaction with others.  

So, we would like to develop a list of 

volunteers from the members of the 

church who are at less risk (under 60 

years old, no underlying health 

issues) who are willing to contact 

church members, write down their 

grocery list, buy the groceries, and 

deliver the bags.  

We will be developing guidelines for 

the deliveries to reduce risk for all 

involved. 

Please contact Jeff Heck, 706-799-

2037 (text or call) or 

jeffrey.heck@gmail.com with 

questions or to volunteer. 

Jeff Heck 

PRAYER ACTION TEAM IS 

HERE FOR YOU 

I call on you, my God, for you will 

answer me; turn your ear to me and 

hear my prayer – Psalm 17:6 

The Prayer Action 

Team is headed by 

Deacons Becky 

DeLecuona, Dana 

Johnson, and Sabina 

Widner and consists of 

a number of church 

members who have volunteered to 

pray for all of those on the prayer 

list.  In these stressful times, we have 

been considering new ways we reach 

out to you and let you know that you 

are cared for in prayer.  Our 

volunteers will sign up for a 

particular day and time to pray for 

you and we will reach out to you by 

email each week to let you know that 

you’ve been prayed for.  Not 

everyone on our prayer list is active 

on email, so please know that all 

individuals on our list are being 

prayed for each week.  In addition, 

we would like to invite all of 

Covenant to a time of prayer twice 

each week:  Tuesdays at 12:00 PM 

and Fridays at 9:00 PM.  We will 

send out a devotional and prayer list 

to the congregation and invite you to 

join us in a time of prayer. There is 

strength and comfort in praying 

together.  We are also exploring 

options to come together in prayer 

using Zoom.   

Sabina Widner 

 

 

 

VISITATION ACTION 

TEAM:  ADOPT A FRIEND 

The Governor’s order to shelter in 

place has forced The Visitation 

Action Team of the Diaconate to 

devise creative ways to keep in 

touch with our members.  We’ve 

asked our volunteers to Adopt a 

Friend in the congregation who may 

need someone to talk with during the 

imposed confinement.  Our 

visitation volunteers have responded 

enthusiastically.   

We’ve also joined with the 

“Transportation Troopers” from the 

Silver Saints and Sinners to help us 

to expand beyond our telephone 

visits.  These additional volunteers 

are happy to run errands or deliver 

grocery orders to anyone who 

hesitates to leave their home at this 

time. 

We welcome all who are willing to 

participate in this effort either as 

someone who would enjoy hearing 

from a Covenant friend on a regular 

basis, or as a volunteer who is 

willing to make calls or deliver food 

and supplies.  If that describes you, 

please contact Beverly Dorn by 

email at brdorn@bellsouth.net or by 

phone at (706) 394-8952. 

Beverly Dorn 

Updates from Diaconate Action Teams 

mailto:brdorn@bellsouth.net
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Education Mission 

MASTER’S TABLE  

SOUP KITCHEN 

The Master’s Table Soup Kitchen 

serves a hot lunch to more than 325 

hungry people every day, 365 days 

per year in downtown Augusta. 

Every month, Kathy Ordelt leads a 

group from Covenant to help with 

this important ministry. Our next 

opportunity to serve is Tuesday, 

April 28, 2020 from 8:30 to 10:30 

a.m. Please contact Kathy at 404-593

-9161 for more details if you’d like 

to join us. 

GAP ITEM OF THE 

MONTH 

The items of the month for April are 

boxes of cereal.  These items will be 

a welcome addition to our Food 

Pantry shelves. Boxes for the item of 

the month are located near the 

sanctuary and outside the Fellowship 

Hall. There are also GAP donation 

boxes under the mailbox table near 

the church office. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Children’s Zoom Get-Togethers 

Tuesdays, April 7, 14, 21, and 28 

11:00 a.m. 

Preschool and elementary school 

children and their families are invit-

ed to join us for a weekly Zoom get-

together!  Each week, we’ll have a 

time to check in with each other, 

hear or watch a Bible story, and pray 

together.  The links for the weekly 

get-togethers are available in the 

weekly church-wide emails.  Contact 

Katelyn 

(kcooke@covenantaugusta.org) for 

more information. 

 

 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth Group via Zoom 

Thursdays, April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

3:00 p.m. 

Middle and high school youth are 

invited to take a break in their after-

noons and hang out with their youth 

friends.  Join us for virtual scavenger 

hunts, Bible studies, weekly highs 

and lows, and Zoom games.  The 

links for Zoom youth gatherings will 

be in the weekly church-wide emails.  

Contact Katelyn 

(kcooke@covenantaugusta.org) for 

more info! 

ADULT MINISTRY 

Several of Covenant’s classes and 

small groups are continuing to meet 

virtually during this time.  Even if 

you haven’t been part of one of these 

groups, you’d be welcome to join 

them now! 

SALT Sunday School Class 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 

Contact person: Kathy Ordelt 

Through Easter, the SALT class will 

be completing the Lenten study enti-

tled “Becoming a Beloved Commu-

nity: A Matthew 25 Journey to the 

Cross.” On April 19, Mary Beachum 

will lead us in a 4 week series enti-

tled "Bad Guys of the New Testa-

ment".  

Disciples 

Wednesday afternoons at 1 p.m. 

Contact person:  Judy Grieve 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesdays, April 1, 8, and 15 

Our series on the Lord’s Prayer con-

tinues in April, we’re meeting via 

Zoom at 7 p.m.  Links to join these 

sessions are available in the weekly 

emails.  Contact Katelyn 

(kcooke@covenantaugusta.org) for 

more information. 

EARTH DAY EVENT  

Do you remember 

where you were April 

22, 1970? Some of us 

were not even born 

yet. For those of us 

who were, we celebrated the first 

Earth Day. This April 22 marks the 

50th anniversary of Earth Day in the 

United States. Covenant’s mission 

ministry was planning an event for 

that evening to bring us all together. 

In order to involve the most people 

possible, we have decided to make it 

a virtual event with shared feedback. 

You will receive an email by April 

15 with details about this event. We 

encourage you to participate in 

celebrating God’s creation! 

~ Elaine Lea 
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Our Newest 

Members 

RISHARD, RUBY, & 

KEENAN BANKS 

We are the Banks family! Rishard, 

Ruby and Keenan Banks. Keenan is 

our first and only son, he’s 23 

months! We are originally from 

Maryland, but have been around the 

country a bit. Rishard is an officer in 

the U.S Army and practices dentistry 

at Fort Gordon and I’m a pharmacist 

part time at Walgreens Pharmacy. 

We relocated to Martinez, GA from 

Fayetteville, NC in 2018 from our 

last duty station. We are enjoying 

Augusta, GA, and all it has to offer. 

It’s hard sometimes as a military 

family adjusting to a new location 

every few years. But, the members at 

Covenant have absolutely helped in 

easing this transition. We are looking 

forward to planting roots with our 

new family at Covenant Presbyterian 

Church. Thank you!  

Please welcome our new members 

who joined Covenant in March. 

L-R: Sam McCarter, Ruby & 

Rishard Banks 

After over 30 years of leadership, 

Rape Crisis and Sexual Assault 

Services (RCSAS) Director Anne 

Ealick Henry has announced her 

retirement. 

Anne Ealick Henry began her tenure 

with Rape Crisis in 1980, while it 

was a program of the United Way of 

the CSRA. Under her leadership, 

RCSAS has been a leading agency 

example for community 

partnerships, professionalism, and 

adherence to best practices with 

regards to the care of sexual assault 

victims. She has been instrumental in 

the work in establishing a sexual 

assault response protocol in the 

Augusta Judicial Circuit, and has 

built strong partnerships with 

medical community, law 

enforcement, Ft. Gordon, and local 

universities. 

Under her leadership, RCSAS has 

directly served approximately 11,000 

child and adult survivors of rape and 

sexual assault, plus thousands more 

each year through advocacy, 

education, professional training, 

counseling and crisis intervention. 

Recognized statewide as a respected 

thought leader, Anne Ealick Henry 

has given her heart and soul to 

serving child and adult victims of 

sexual assault and child abuse 

throughout her 

career, and we 

thank her for 

her endless 

service and 

dedication. 

From RCSAS Facebook Page 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ANNE EALICK HENRY 

https://www.facebook.com/RCSAS/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARDkv85KU4T-WcMSis8diECqcvVrLI9vlAoGUC2tHi4BD_egEajG5djlf0svLKsHL67XYfmtX7kSMpnh&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA5EDgt9_CTSRyVIDsswZxr7BJlkgGrhfvEsjkDQaXSbXywQ2p7ejWDOUrpzBr3WKh5BTR1H1SLclW_HdBjlAC4lArO2gO7tg
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FREE THE GIRLS 

From exploited to EMPOWERED. 

From scared and nervous to BRAVE 

and BOLD. 

The mission of 

Free The Girls 

(FTG) is to help 

women rescued 

from sex 

trafficking 

reintegrate into 

their 

communities. The vision is to create 

a world in which previously 

enslaved women are leading vibrant, 

successful, productive lives.  

Women once enslaved to sex 

trafficking are now living free and 

victoriously.  Survivors can earn a 

profitable income selling bras on the 

second-hand marketplace. After 

receiving a startup inventory from 

FTG, the women are able to launch 

their businesses and become 

successful entrepreneurs in their own 

communities. This income allows 

them a safe economic opportunity. 

And for many of the women this 

income provides not only for them 

but for their children as well!  

Free The Girls launched its first pilot 

program in Mozambique in 2011, 

after co-founders Dave Terpstra and 

Kimba Langas envisioned a unique 

model to provide a safe, economic 

opportunity for victims of sex 

trafficking.  They wanted an answer 

to the question, "What are these 

women being rescued to?" There's an 

interesting story you can read here 

about A Man with an Umbrella, 

which sparked something simple that 

became extraordinary.  

In February 2012, Free The Girls was 

featured in a 3-part series of stories 

by CNN’s Freedom Project.  The 

response was amazing and resulted in 

an outpouring of support from 

around the world!  

CNN then aired a 30-minute follow-

up documentary on Free The Girls in 

February 2013 called “Mozambique 

or Bust”.  The media exposure 

introduced new partners with after-

care providers in Uganda, El 

Salvador and Costa Rica! 

 Free The Girls is an international 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

devoted to providing sex trafficking 

survivors with a path to true freedom. 

It's a journey from horrific trauma to 

reintegration into the life they were 

meant to live within their families 

and communities. The goal for true 

freedom is measured by economic 

freedom, restored health, social well-

being, education, and opportunity for 

a different, hopeful future. 

Our Presbyterian Women(PW) have 

made several donations in recent 

years totaling nearly 200 bras. We 

accept new and gently used bras in 

good condition being collected in the 

storage closet upstairs. 

TRUE FREEDOM IS NOTHING 

LESS THAN WOMEN WALKING IN 

WHOLENESS PHYSICALLY, 

FINANCIALLY, EMOTIONALLY, 

MENTALLY, AND SPIRITUALLY.  

Submitted by Joslyn Fields 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

The Presbyterian Women’s (PW) 

Birthday Offering will be collected 

on April 26th.  It is one of two 

annual PW offerings, and this year, it 

will be used to help support four 

projects.  Recipients will be GAP 

Ministries of Augusta; the 

Community Child Learning Center 

in Payson, Arizona; the Liberty 

Community Church in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota; and a home for disabled 

adults in Russia.  Selected recipients 

were carefully chosen from their 

grant applications and offer their 

sincere appreciation for all 

contributions. 

FAITH & DEBORAH  

CIRCLE 

The PW Deborah Circle will meet 

on Monday, April 27 at 7 

PM through Zoom Meetings. Our 

study for this year is Love Carved in 

Stone, a fresh look at the 10 Com-

manments by Eugenia Anne Gam-

ble. All Covenant women are invited 

to join us for an evening of interest-

ing Bible study, discussion, fellow-

ship, and snacks!    

Presbyterian Women 
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Church Member Profile 

ISABEL LECUONA 

Isabel Lecuona was born in 1927 in Havana, Cuba. As a 

child, she had some familiarity with the United States 

because her father worked for the Buster Brown Shoe 

Company; her family lived in St. Louis for two years when 

she was young. She also had an aunt living in Boston 

whom the family often visited.  

Isabel was educated as a pharmacist at Villanueva 

University in Havana. She owned her own pharmacy for 

several years. Things changed after the Cuban Revolution, 

when the pharmacy was confiscated and she had to work 

for the government. A few people at a time, over a period 

of years, allowed her whole extended family to come to 

the United States, with those who came earlier helping 

sponsor the later ones. Isabel and her seven-year-old son 

Juan arrived in 1969. They lived in Staten Island, NY, and 

Isabel got a job as a clerk for Merrill Lynch, a position she 

held for twenty-five years.  

After retirement, Isabel moved to Augusta to be near her 

son and daughter-in-law. She became an avid volunteer for 

many local organizations, including the Senior Citizens’ 

Council, the Medical College of Georgia, the Imperial 

Theatre, the Augusta Symphony, and her favorite, the 

Humane Society.  

Isabel was raised as a Catholic, but she attended Covenant 

with her family for holidays and special events. When 

Juan was diagnosed with cancer, Covenant rallied round 

him and the whole family, providing all kinds of support. 

After he passed away, Isabel joined the church. She has 

attended regularly, health permitting, with her daughter-in-

law Becky and her grandchildren Lillie and Russell.  

~ Becky DeLecuona 

WILLIAM PAULSON 

Bill was born in Urbana IL in 1948. His mother was 

Greek, and she met his father in 1944 while he was 

serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps in Alexandria, 

Egypt. She recalled seeing flashes of artillery on the 

horizon during the Battle of El Alamein. As was typical 

of marriages at the time, he spoke only English and she 

spoke Greek, French, Italian, and Arabic, but no 

English. It was said this was not a problem as they both 

spoke the common language of love.  

Bill was a physics major at UCLA when he met his 

future wife Carol. She knocked on the door to borrow 

some sugar and noticed that he had neglected to put on a 

shirt. Bill worked hard to convince Carol to marry him 

but she was reluctant because, although he looked OK 

with his shirt off, she felt he was not tall enough for her 

(he was only ½ inch taller than her), she wasn’t sure she 

wanted to marry a physics major, and she didn’t like his 

mustache! However, she finally relented, and they were 

married in 1971.  

It was general knowledge that Bill’s ability to pick her up 

and throw her over his shoulder had something to do 

with the marriage going forward. Bill graduated from 

UCLA medical school with an Army Scholarship and he 

completed his training as a nephrologist at Walter Reed 

Army Medical Center followed by a research 

fellowship.  

As a child and adult, Bill has lived everywhere from 

North Africa when his father was in the Air Force to 

Germany as the nephrologist for American forces in 

Europe, to Hawaii where he had residency training. Bill 

was called to active duty after 9/11 as an Air Force 

Reservist, and served at the Air Force Hospital in San 

Antonio, TX. He was a nephrology faculty member at 

LSU in Shreveport (1990-2004), and then joined the 

Medical College of Georgia in 2004 and is currently 

Professor Emeritus at Augusta University. He has over 

50 research publications, but his main current interest is 

teaching medical students, which is high impact as they 

are most impressionable at the start of their careers.  

Carol and Bill joined Covenant in 2004, and for many 

years Carol was an enthusiastic volunteer for many 

activities. Carol has recently developed dementia, and 

Bill cares for her at home where he has the assistance of 

loving care givers. Bill and Carol have two daughters 

(Shannon & Erin) and two grandchildren (Riaan and 

Ayana), all living in New York. 

~ Bill Paulson 
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  1 Pam Kmiecik 
  2 Donna Smith 
  3 Cecily Rose Endruhn 
  6 Mattox Cooke 
 Jean Kernaghan 
 Hubert van Tuyll 
  7 Bill Cornes 
 Carol Paulson 
 Mary Simms 
 11 Sandy Kelley 
 Mary McCarter 
 12 John Ealick 
 13 Geoff Phillips 
 14 Henry Murphy 
 17 Catherine McCrosky 
 19 Nick Butt 
 David Rhoades 
 20 Joe Griffin 
 Chris Henry 
  Sarah Scott 
 22 Amy House 
 Ruben Rosa-Rivera 
 23 Terry Bowers 
 Bonnie Given  
 24 Dave Pashley 
 Ty Page 
 Ben Rogers 
 25 Hannah Agrelius 
 26 Alex Brady 
 27 Keelyn Bowman 
 Jason Pauer 
 28 Steve Chaly 
 Lindsay Kircher 
 Misty Morris 
 29 Eliza Robinson 

COVENANT TO WORK TO BECOME EARTH CARE 

CONGREGATION 

PC(USA) churches are able to be designated as Earth Care 

Congregations. This designation requires choosing among 

a variety of tasks and accomplishing those over the course 

of the year. The session has approved our working toward 

that designation this year and applying for the program in 

early 2021. The tasks which may be selected 

include activities and projects in the areas of worship, 

education, facilities and outreach. 

Please watch for more information to come as Covenant takes steps to be more 

involved as stewards of God’s earth.  

You shall be called repairers of the 

breach — Isaiah 58  

In Isaiah 58, God issues a call and a 

challenge—to love one another more 

deeply by sharing what we have with 

those in need. Together, we become 

the household of God where those 

seeking shelter, food and renewed 

hope are welcome. Received during 

the season of Lent, One Great Hour 

of Sharing (OGHS) is the single, 

largest way that Presbyterians come 

together every year to build God’s 

household and welcome our 

neighbors-inneed around the world 

by providing relief from natural 

disasters, food for the hungry, and 

support for the poor and oppressed. 

Each gift to OGHS helps to improve 

the lives of people in challenging 

situations through three impactful 

programs:  

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER 

ASSISTANCE : Works alongside 

communities as they recover and 

find hope after the devastation of 

natural or human-caused disasters. 

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER 

PROGRAM : Takes action to 

alleviate hunger and the systemic 

causes of poverty so all may be fed . 

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF 

PEOPLE : Invests in communities 

responding to their experiences of 

racism, oppression, poverty and 

injustice and educates Presbyterians 

about the impact of these societal 

ills.  

Join with Presbyterians worldwide in 

answering God’s call. This Lenten 

season, please give generously to 

One Great Hour of Sharing. IF WE 

ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP 

TO A LOT!  

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
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April Worship Schedule 

USHERS 

4/5: Hugh  Dobbins,  
 Lucyle Ferris, David Lapp, 
 Fidelis Ndingwan,  
 Edwin Scott 
4/12: Judy Grieve, Chris Henry,  
 Ruth Mayhall, Bill Usry,
 Buddy Simpson 
4/19: Steve Bell, Dalton Cooper, 
 John Ealick, Angela Hobby,  
 Hannah Weckel 
4/26: Jim Buckalew,  
 Jim Crimmins, Jimmy Lea,  
 Johnny Lowe, Jim Wade 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

4/5: Gail Baker 
 Elizabeth Fleming 
4/12: Amy House 
 Maatsi Ndingwan 
4/19 Deb Pittman 
 Owen Gillies 
4/26: Lisa Snoddy 
 Gabriella Williams 

Prayer Concerns 

LITURGIST/READER 

AT 11:00 AM SERVICE 

4/5: Ruth Mayhall 
4/12: Lindsay Kircher 
4/19: Judy Grieve 
4/26: Keelyn Bowman 

LITURGIST/READER  

AT 8:30 AM SERVICE 

4/5: Andrea Butt 
4/12: Loree Davis 
4/19: Chuck Baldwin 
4/26: Polly Williams 

PREACHER 

4/5: Katelyn Gordon Cooke, 
 Andy Cooke 
4/9: Katelyn Gordon Cooke 
4/10 Andy Cooke 
4/12: Katelyn Gordon Cooke 
 Andy Cooke 
4/19: Katelyn Gordon Cooke 
4/26: Andy Cooke 

COMMUNION 

5/3: Joy Scott and Jodi Huff 

FLOWERS 

4/5: Joyce Bowers 
4/12: Lindsay Kircher 
4/19: Mary Beachum,  
 Martha Bertrand, 
 Mary McCarter 
4/26: Sabina Widner 
 

New Prayer Concerns 

Susanna O’Kula, MD & Brett 
Marinelli, MD – New York City, NY 

Tanner Haywood  (Ann Haywood’s 
grandson) – At home 

Joy Scott and Family on the death of 
her mother, Becky Watson. 

Continued Prayer Concerns 

All of Covenant’s Missionaries 

All who serve in the U.S. Military 

Martha and Pete Anderson (friends of 
Carol and Bill Paulson) – Dahlonega, GA 

Terry Abenis (Debra Belair’s brother-in-
law) – At home, WA (0326) 

Tim Baranoski – At home (0311) 
David Bertrand (Martha Bertrand’s 
brother) – At home, Philadelphia, PA (0316) 

Debi Bonecutter - At home (1011) 

Sandra Bowman – At home (0218) 

Makenna Bryan (infant friend of 
Rhoades’ family) - in hospital (0210) 

Eunice & Joe Cook – At home 

Danny Davis (Angela Hobby’s cousin) – 
Statesboro, GA 

Juanita Davis (Andrea Butt’s aunt) – 
Jacksonville, FL 

Bailey Deal (Angela Hobby’s cousin) – 
Portal, GA 

Lindsey Edwards  (Katie Endruhn’s 
cousin– Greenville, SC (0227) 

Dan Freeman (Kaye Petkas’ brother) – 
Winter Park, FL 

Hannah Harger (young friend of Judy 
Grieve) – Orlando, FL 

James Gilman (Priscilla Gilman’s 
brother) – Denver, CO (0226) 

Priscilla Gilman – Washington 
Commons 

David Lapp– At home (0303) 

Isabel Lecuona – At home (0213) 

Larry Lutcher  – Brandon Wilde (1008) 

Richard and Gloria Jennings 
Marshall – At home (0117) 

Sam McCarter (Mary McCarter’s son) - 
At home 

Jocelyn Martin-Moses (Karell Moses’ 
mother) – At home 

Carol Paulson – At home 

Wanda Pittman and family – At home 

Ian Poe  (Mary McCarter’s nephew)  – At 
home (1011) 

The Rogers Family – At home 

Mary Geraldine Rhoades (Judi & 
David Rhoades’ mother; Dana Johnson & 
Leslie Rhoades’ grandmother) - at home 
(0210) 

Robert Schaefer (Debra Belair’s father) 
– At home, WA (0326) 

Emily Smith (relative of Janet and Buster 
Boshears) - Pawleys Island, SC (0205) 

Elizabeth Swink - At home 

Rebecca Watson (Joy Scott’s mother) - 
Carrollton, GA (0210) 

Enduring Concerns 

Dorris Andrews (Elaine Lea’s mother) – 
Brandon Wilde 

Dr. Marion Conditt (Karla Conditt 
Daniels’ father) – Rehab Facility, 
Waupaca, WI 

Phyllis Daniels – Brandon Wilde 

Lois Davis – Kentwood 

Anne Degrazia – Alpharetta, GA 

Dr. Alva Faulkner – Pavilion, Brandon 
Wilde 

Betty Johnston – Brandon Wilde 

Malcolm Kling – Brandon Wilde 

Leah Mannel – Brandon Wilde 

Lois Reynolds – Washington Commons 

Sally Stalls (Joe Griffin’s sister) –  
Williamston, NC 

Jane Terry (Chris Terry’s mother) – Lake 
Wales, FL 

Barbara Williams – Brandon Wilde 

The prayer ministry is led by deacons Becky DeLecuona, Sabina Widner, and Dana Johnson. To add a prayer concern, please contact the church 

office at jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 

Currently, worship services are now virtual services until further notice.  Once our regular worship resumes leaders will follow the 

schedule below.  Please check email for updates. 

mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
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First Children’s Zoom Gathering, March 24 
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Ellie with her coloring of the 

Children’s prayer, March 22 

Presbyterian Women Tea, March 7 Youth Fellowship on Zoom, March 26 


