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Covenant        

Chimes 
August 2020 COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

From Our Pastor Notes from Session 

July 7, 2020 via Zoom 

Chuck Baldwin and Debbie van Tuyll 
were excused from the Session meeting 
with the remaining members present. Also 
present were Andy Cooke, Moderator of 
the meeting, Katelyn Gordon Cooke, 
Treasurer Aubrey Moore, Preschool 
Director Lauren Stull. 

After a quorum was declared, voice given 
was given to non-Session members, Andy 
shared a reading from Spirit Literacy by 
Frederic Brussat. It spoke to the moment 
we say something as a reaction to the 
unnerving behavior of others which, upon 
reflection, is not what we really wanted to 
say. We then say   “What I meant to say 
was….”  Andy asked those present to 
reflect on times when this might have 
happened to them and what they did. He 
then opened the meeting with prayer. 

Treasurer Aubrey Moore once again 
commended the Covenant congregation 
for their faithful giving. Although June 
revenues were down some, the 
expenditures were even lower. He 
informed the Session Covenant is in a 
sound financial status. The Preschool 
budget did not have any income or 
expenditure for Summer Fun, so their 
budget had no further deficits, showing 
healthy financial management. 

The Open the Gates Task Force had 4 
recommendations:  

1. Allow the number in the Fellowship 
Hall to increase from 10-20. This 
allows for the Preschool teachers to 

(See “Session Notes,” page 3) 

There has been plenty to complain 

about over the last few months, 

and I have done my fair share: 

“I’m tired of sitting in my house. I 

miss my friends. This mask smells 

like my breath.” In my better 

moments, I’m finding 

opportunities and celebrations: 

“I’m saving so much money on 

gas. I get to wear comfortable 

clothes all day every day. I’m 

never rushed in the mornings.” 

It has been difficult to continue to 

be apart from each other, but it has 

not been a time without 

opportunities and celebrations. 

Over the last few months, I have 

seen us do things on Sunday 

mornings that we never thought 

possible. We had a Sunday school 

class with our mission partner in 

Thailand, Sharon Bryant, while she 

was in Thailand! We would have 

never done that type of thing had it 

not been for this time of 

quarantine. Similarly, I have seen 

people participate in our 

Wednesday night programs from 

places far away. They would have 

never been able to do that if we 

were meeting in person. We also 

built our online presence as we 

started broadcasting live on 

Sunday mornings. We’ve been 

meaning to do that for years, but 

this challenging time is what 

finally moved us along. It has 

been a difficult time for us to be 

the church together, but we are 

growing in unexpected ways while 

we are in the middle of it. 

At the beginning of the summer, 

many of us looked at this crisis as 

something that was about to end. 

And then, it didn’t. As we look to 

the fall, our ministry teams and 

actions teams have come to see 

this pandemic as a reality that we 

must face through the end of the 

year. We can’t wait for it to go 

away. Instead, we have to plan for 

ministry in the midst of pandemic. 

Nowhere is this more visible than 

Covenant Preschool. Lauren Stull 

and her staff have done the 

unenviable work of creating a safe 

learning environment for their 

students this fall. They have had 

the support of the Open the Gates 

task force, the Session, and other 

staff as they plan for the fall term, 

which begins when the children 

come back to school on August 

10. Please join me in praying for 

their health and safety as they 

begin a new year. But more than 

that, let us pray for opportunities 

and celebrations beyond what they 

could have expected. God has 

(See “From Our Pastor,” page 2) 
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From Our Pastor 
(continued from page 1) 

blessed us with this ministry for 59 

years, and I am excited to see how 

God will work through Covenant 

Preschool in year 60. 

We’re looking forward to a great fall 

with you at Covenant Presbyterian 

Church as God continues to work in 

and through us in new and exciting 

ways! 

Pastor Andy 

Session Notes 
(continued from page 1) 

meet safely and outside groups 
who will follow Covenant 
COVID-19 guidelines to begin 
meeting again. 

2. Eliminate the 12:30 prayer time. 
There has not been a need for 
this as worship has not been full. 

3. Continue Stage 1 
recommendations for 11am 
worship until August 9. 

4. Approve Preschool COVID-19 
Policies  

Preschool Director Lauren Stull 
explained the COVID-19 Policy, 
answered questions, discussed 
concerns and shared how this policy 
together was put together.  The 
Session approved all the Open the 
Gates Task Force recommendations. 
Lauren will include the Preschool 
COVID-19 policies in the Preschool 
Parent Handbook which is given to 
all parents. 

Sustainability Ministry Team 
recommended the approval of the 
Preschool budget that Preschool 
Director Lauren Stull and Vickie 
Terry had developed. Session 
approved the Preschool Budget. 

 Mission Ministry Team reminded 
Session of the ONLINE SERRV sale 
to benefit GAP Ministries July 12-26. 

Building and Grounds Ministry Team 
thanks all volunteers who have 
helped keep the grounds looking 
good. No easy task. 

Congregational Life has plans for 
outside events in the works. 

Education Ministry Team thanked all 
the ministries leading the Sunday 
morning gatherings on Zoom.  

Worship Ministry Team is working 
to find ways for all the “annual” fall 
events to take place while still 
meeting Covenant COVID-19 
guidelines. 

Katelyn informed Session that the 
church mid-week emails ended June 
30 and that the Diaconate Prayer 
Action Team would be sending the 
bi-weekly prayers using other email 
lists. Members who want to receive 
the prayers can let Prayer Action 
Team know. There was no other 
news from the Diaconate. 

Katelyn also gave the co-pastor 
report. She reported she and Andy 
were working on Fall activities and 
were very grateful for the 19 people 
who signed up for the Waking up 
White by Debby Irving book 
discussion. These will be via Zoom 
on Wednesday evenings in July.  

She saved the best news for last, 
sharing the sonogram of their son 
due in early December. What a great 
way to end the meeting. 

Katelyn closed the meeting with 
prayer. 

As we continue in this “season of not 
quite normal yet”, remember your 
Session members want to know what 
you need, where you see us falling 
short, or not paying attention. We are 
here as servants of Covenant, willing 
to listen to what you think we should 
know. 

Judy Grieve, Clerk 

ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR EMAILS? 

If you are not receiving our emails, then please visit 

www.covenantaugusta.org and sign up. This is the best way to 

find out what is happening in our congregation each week. If 

you are having trouble signing up, then you may contact Judy 

Strogonoff at jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. Our emails are also posted to 

our Facebook page. 

http://www.covenantaugusta.org
mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org


COVENANT CHIMES August 2020 PAGE 3 

A lot of people have questions about 
whether climate change is actually 
happening, or actually caused by 
human activity.  The website 350.org 
has a succinct summary of the 
issue: It’s warming; it’s us; we’re 
sure; it’s bad; we can fix it.  Let’s 
start with “it’s warming.”  The 
planet’s average surface temperature 
has risen 1 degree Celsius (1.8 
degrees Fahrenheit) since the late 
19th century.  The five warmest 
years on record have occurred since 
2010. A temperature change of 1 C 
might not seem like a lot, but even 
what seems like small changes in 
average global temperatures can 
have huge impacts.  Evidence of 
global warming includes: arctic sea 
ice levels have been declining by 
12.8% per decade since the 1980’s; 
ocean temperatures have been rising 
as the ocean absorbs 90% of 
increased temperatures; the ice 
sheets in Greenland and the 
Antarctic are shrinking; glaciers are 
melting. The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a 
collection of thousands of scientists 
from 195 member countries, has 
stated that “scientific evidence for 
warming of the climate system is 
unequivocal.” The current rate of 
warming is happening 10 times 
faster than ice-age-recovery 
warming.   

The cause of climate change is 
greenhouse gas emissions.  For 
millennia, the atmospheric levels of 
carbon dioxide fluctuated but were 
never above about 300 ppm (parts 
per million).  Since the late 1800’s, 
carbon dioxide levels in the 
atmosphere have skyrocketed, and 
the current levels are 412 ppm. 
Unless we drastically reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, we will 
reach 450 ppm within the next 10 to 
20 years.  Carbon dioxide accounts 
for 76% of greenhouse gases and the 
main source of this is burning fossil 
fuels.  Methane, nitrous oxide, and 

Creation Care  
Corner 

fluorinated gases make up the rest of 
the greenhouse gases which, while a 
smaller percentage of the overall 
amount, have exponentially greater 
warming impacts. Many scientists 
believe that we need to reduce 
emissions to below 350 ppm to 
maintain a safe planet.   

We are currently on 
course to see global 
temperatures rise 
3.5 degrees C 
above pre-
industrial levels by 
2100.  The Paris 
Agreement is intended to keep 
global temperatures below a 2.0 C 
increase in order to avert the most 
catastrophic climate changes and 
allow human beings to 
adapt.  However, even at that 
threshold, major impacts will be 
felt and will have devastating 
consequences for some:  sea levels 
will rise 1.5 feet; 99% of coral reefs 
will be lost; 13% of land ecosystems 
would transform or shift (e.g., from 
tundra to forest); 8% of vertebrates 
and 16% of plants will lose half or 
more of their ranges, resulting in 
increased likelihood of species loss; 
and annual productivity of fisheries 
will decline by 3 million tons.  Some 
of these changes are already 
happening and will continue, even if 
we were to magically stop all 
greenhouse gas emissions tomorrow. 
If we fail to stop greenhouse gas 
emissions, we can expect impacts to 
be exponentially worse than these 
predicted by the IPCC.  We have no 
time to waste in taking global action. 

For more information, see these 
informative websites: 

Climate.nasa.gov 
350.org 
Skepticalscience.com 

Amy House 
Chair, Creation Care Task Force 

As of this fall, the 

preschool will be 

celebrating its 60th 

birthday!! I bet in 

sixty years we’ve 

never had a back-

to-school quite 

like this one.  Teachers are back 

August 3rd , while students are set to 

return August 10th.  We are in need 

of Lysol disinfectant spray and hand 

sanitizer if anyone is able to find and 

willing to donate to the school. 

Please keep our teachers and 

students in your prayers as we 

embark on a very different time in 

education, socializing with each 

other and our children this year.   

Lauren Stull, Preschool Director 

Covenant  
Preschool 

Recently, we had to update our web-

site for technical reasons. We took 

the opportunity to give it a fresh 

look, too. We reduced the number of 

pages so that a person who was new 

to our community could read all of it 

in one sitting. Take a few minutes 

and check it out: 

www.covenantaugusta.org. If you 

have any feedback, then please email 

Andy Cooke at 

acooke@covenantaugusta.org. 

New Website 

http://www.covenantaugusta.org
mailto:acooke@covenantaugusta.org
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Education 

KICK-OFF SUNDAY – 

AUGUST 23 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, 

August 23 as Kick-Off Sunday at 

Covenant! This day marks the 

beginning of the 2020-2021 program 

year, and we’re having three Zoom 

gatherings throughout the day to 

kick off the year! 

9:45 a.m. Adult Ministry  

Kick-Off  

2:00 p.m. Youth Ministry  

Kick-Off 

3:30 p.m. Children’s Ministry  

Kick-Off 

Check the weekly Friday email for 

the links for these Zoom events. 

ADULT SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

Please join us for 

the upcoming SALT 

and Choir classes: 

Members of the SALT 

(Sharing and Learning 

Together) and Choir 

Sunday School classes invite you to 

join us for an interesting and 

engaging study as we resume our 

regular Sunday classes via Zoom at 

9:45 AM. Steve Bell will lead us on 

a 7-week journey through the 

writings of one of the early church's 

greatest evangelists - the apostle 

Paul. Steve will be using the 

textbook, Rediscovering Paul: An 

Introduction to His World, Letters, 

and Theology. The book is not 

needed for class, but you may order 

it if you're interested in learning 

even more. For questions, feel free 

to contact Judy Grieve, Brock 

Daniels, or Kathy Ordelt.  

SMALL GROUPS 

Disciples – The Disciples class will 

start a new Bible study First 

Corinthians: One in Christ  from 

Kerygma on Wednesday, August 12 

at 1 pm. The study was written 

by Rev Dr. Robert A. Bryant, the 

Kristen Herrington Professor of 

Bible and Chair of the Department of 

Religion and Philosophy at 

Presbyterian College in Clinton, SC. 

Set amid the intensely modern and 

cosmopolitan world of Corinth, 

where philosophy and mystery 

abound, Paul’s first letter to that 

church speaks clearly to us still 

today. This is a 14 session study, and 

the group will meet via Zoom if not 

at church. 

Contact Judy Grieve 

(judygrieve@mac.com or 407-230-

6853)  if you are interested in joining 

the class. There will be a fee for the 

class to be determined when total 

enrollment is known.   

Companions in Christ meet every 

Monday from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

via Zoom. 

COVENANT TOGETHER 

Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

via Zoom 

Beginning Wednesday, September 6 

Save the date for the start of our 

midweek fellowship and study 

program on September 6!  Here’s a 

preview of the study series coming 

this fall: 

September 9, 16, 23, and 30 – 

Pandemic Life 

Where is God in the midst of a 

pandemic? How do we care for 

ourselves and each other in such 

unusual circumstances? What does 

hope look like during this season?  

These are the kinds of questions 

we’ll consider during the month of 

September. 

October 7, 14, 21, and 28 – Being a 

Purple Church 

As we approach the presidential 

election in November, we become 

more aware of the political diversity 

that exists within our congregation.  

While many people say religion and 

politics don’t mix, we want to 

explore what it looks like to be a 

church that holds differing political 

opinions but maintains its unity in 

Christ. 

FALL PW KICK OFF  

SAVE THE DATE 

The Covenant 

Presbyterian Women 

will have our Fall 

Kick Off event via 

Zoom on August 17, 

2020 at 1:30 

pm.  Judy Grieve will provide an 

overview of the 2020-2021 Horizons 

Bible study.   Covenant PW plans for 

the fall will be discussed. 

Details for signing up will be 

provided via the weekly church 

email — This Week at Covenant. 

STUDY BOOKS FOR  

PW CIRCLES 

The 2020 - 2021 PW Study Book 

is  Into the Light:  Finding Hope 

Through Prayers of Lament, by P. 

Lynn Miller.  If you would like a 

copy, please turn in $12.00 to the 

church office or mail your check to 

the church — c/o Linda Jean Jay, 

financial secretary.  If you take your 

money to the church office, put the 

money in an envelope that is clearly 

marked with your name and "PW 

Study Book”.  Please submit your 

money by August 24, 2020, so that 

we may order as a group, which 

saves on postal costs.  After that date 

we ask that you order your own 

study book through Horizons. 

https://www.amazon.com/Rediscovering-Paul-Introduction-Letters-Theology/dp/0830851917/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwjLD4BRAiEiwAg5NBFmHYd4jMnZDtChH6kcgSGb-IXBlTbPYueYsWiAOq25REGk4GnUU2kxoCftQQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409973043827&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9011165&hvnetw=g&h
https://www.amazon.com/Rediscovering-Paul-Introduction-Letters-Theology/dp/0830851917/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwjLD4BRAiEiwAg5NBFmHYd4jMnZDtChH6kcgSGb-IXBlTbPYueYsWiAOq25REGk4GnUU2kxoCftQQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409973043827&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9011165&hvnetw=g&h
https://www.amazon.com/Rediscovering-Paul-Introduction-Letters-Theology/dp/0830851917/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwjLD4BRAiEiwAg5NBFmHYd4jMnZDtChH6kcgSGb-IXBlTbPYueYsWiAOq25REGk4GnUU2kxoCftQQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409973043827&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9011165&hvnetw=g&h
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Middle and High School Youth (6th 
grade–12th grade) 

Sunday afternoons from 3:00-4:00 
p.m. via Zoom 

See the monthly youth e-newsletter 
and the church weekly emails for the 
Zoom link 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month:  
Bible Study 

Two of the primary ways we come 
to know God are through Scripture 
and through Jesus, so we’ll spend 
our time together on the first and 
third Sundays of the month reading 
the Gospel of Mark together.  Mark 
is the oldest of the four gospels, and 
it also happens to be the shortest. 

2nd Sunday of the month: Service 

Our faith is about more than what we 
believe or what we say; it’s also 
about what we do. On the second 
weekends of the month, our Sunday 
afternoon gathering will focus on 
service to others.  

4th Sunday of the month: 
Fellowship 

Part of what it means to be church is 
to enjoy being together. On the 
fourth Sundays of the month, we’ll 
hang out and have fun together. 
Plans for these events will be made 
with consideration for COVID-19 
conditions. 

5th Sunday of the month: No 
meeting 

Sabbath – or rest – is an important 
part of our faith too.  In the months 
where there’s a fifth Sunday, we 
won’t meet on that Sunday. 

Education Mission 

Preschool (ages 3-kindergarten) and 
Elementary School (1st-5th grade) 

Covenant Kids Club Bags 

Each month, Sunday School teachers 
will put together Covenant Kids Club 
bags that will include a set of 
children’s worship bulletins for the 
month, a Bible story, a craft, a 
prayer, and a service idea for at home 
faith formation. 

Families are invited to come by the 
church to pick up their bag for 
September on Sunday, August 30 
from 1:30-2:30 p.m. at the covered 
walkway by the sanctuary. 

We’re also planning regular Zoom 
gatherings for children and their 
families and in-person outdoor 
fellowship gatherings.  Stay tuned for 
more information! 

A/V Team 

We are live streaming our worship 
services on Sunday mornings. This is 
a challenging task that takes lots of 
technology, planning, and time. We 
are grateful to our newly formed A/
V Team, who are hard at work on 
Sunday mornings and on weekdays 
to make everything work as 
smoothly as possible. Thanks to 
Terry Bowers, John Ealick, Owen 
Gillies, Sam McCarter, and Emma 
Raider for their 
hard work and 
dedication! If 
you would like to 
join the team, 
then please 
contact Andy 
Cooke at 
acooke@covenantaugusta.org. 

A LETTER FROM CHERYL 

BARNES, SERVING IN 

MALAWI 

July 27, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

I began my first months in Malawi 
with the enthusiasm of a child 
beginning a new school year. In the 
month of February, my planning 
calendar was partially filled with 
meetings when I would, at long last, 
meet the Synod Moderators and 
Education Secretaries of the three 
Synods in Malawi. I traveled by car 
across Malawi with PC(USA) 
colleagues on a three-day journey. I 
anticipated returning later in the year 
to visit the schools in these Synods. 
Shortly after this beneficial trip, the 
world we knew began to close 
down. As COVID-19 spread and 
things began to grind to a halt, I 
decided to “shelter in place” as an 
expression of solidarity with the 
people of Malawi with whom I am 
called to serve. 

As with all countries around the 
globe, the closure of schools in 
Malawi was an immediate and 
appropriate response to control the 
spread of the coronavirus. In 
America, the virus has 
disproportionately affected Black, 
Brown, Indigenous communities, 
and immigrants. In Malawi, the 
children, especially the girls of the 
poorest citizens, endure the greatest 
hardship since they are left to 
entertain themselves or care for 
younger siblings. Virtual learning is 
unfeasible because most Malawian 
homes lack books, computers, or 
electricity. The government has not 
yet announced the date for school 
reopening. Without adequate 
infrastructure to control this highly 
contagious virus, it is unlikely that 
schools in Malawi will risk 
resuming classes this year. 

As an educational consultant, I am 
using my time to better understand 

(See “Mission,” page 6) 

mailto:acooke@covenantaugusta.org
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GAP ITEM OF THE 

MONTH 

The items of the month 
for August is toilet 
paper.  This item will 
be a welcome addition 
to our Food Pantry 
shelves.  

GAP Ministries is continuing serve the 
hungry through its food pantry, and 
our supplies are running low. We 
appreciate all that Golden Harvest 
does to keep us stocked, but their 
inventory is down, too. When you are 
at the store, remember that we 
especially need bar soap, canned meat, 
and canned vegetables. If you are 
sewing face masks, please donate 
some for our homeless clients. A 
donation box is outside the church on 
the landing beside the office door.  

the challenges of educating Malawi 
children by developing relationships 
with parents and children who 
willingly share their experiences, 
hopes, and frustrations. By doing this 
I am building a foundation of trusting 
relationships. I am currently working 
on building a coalition of 
stakeholders to imagine a new way 
of thinking about education. This 
includes the way children are taught, 
how we advocate for them, being 
intentional about educating girls and 
students with special needs, and 
reforming how education is financed. 

Just before the coronavirus began to 
spread in Malawi, I visited a nearby 
village to purchase bricks for use in 
the garden of my new home. As my 
driver and I approached the village, I 
noticed a group of young girls 
laughing and dancing on the unpaved 
road. I watched for a few minutes 
until they noticed me and quickly 
stopped and stared. I waved and 
continued on to inspect the bricks I 
needed. Almost immediately, one of 
the young girls approached and sat 
down near me, staring intently. With 
my limited Chichewa, I greeted her, 

and she flashed a 
wide smile 
seemingly 
impressed with 
my feeble 
attempt at the 
Chichewa 
language. Her 
beautifully sun-
kissed skin 

framed her soulful eyes. She wore a 
bright smile and a tattered oversized 
boys cotton shirt. Her bare feet were 
covered in brown dust. After a few 
minutes, she became very talkative, 
and I turned to my driver for 
translation. Her name was Loveness, 
she wanted to be my friend, and she 
wanted 100 Kwatcha (about fifteen 
cents in U.S. currency). She didn’t 
remember her age, and the older 
children began saying (in Chichewa) 
that Loveness was nine years old and 
intellectually impaired. I secretly 
questioned their assessment, as 

Loveness’s 
inquisitive and 
outgoing nature 
seemed quite 
normal. As we 
prepared to leave 
the village, I 
discreetly gave her 
the money she 
requested. 

The following week I thought about 
Loveness often, and decided I 
wanted to meet her family and learn 
more about her story. My driver and 
I once again visited Loveness’ 
village. This time I took a bag of 
clothes and shoes for Loveness along 
with sugar, a whole chicken, and 
bread for her family. We were 
warmly received. Loveness’s father 
said that as a small child, she was 
stricken with a terrible sickness 
accompanied by a high fever. They 
prayed and asked God to spare her 
life, and she recovered from her 
illness. Her father claimed that 
Loveness’s intellectual impairment 
was a result of the high fever. I was 
disappointed to learn that Loveness 
was not being sent to school because 
of her perceived impairment. 

There are many children like 
Loveness whose opportunities for 
education and advancement are not 
met because of the lack of trained 
and qualified teachers or programs 
designed to address what may 
simply be a learning disability. 
Children with special needs are often 
denied education. The schools in 
Malawi are often held in dilapidated 
buildings with overcrowded 
classrooms. The student-teacher ratio 
can be as high as 100:1 and the 
primary school dropout rate is 40%. 
These are alarming statistics. By the 
time a child in Malawi reaches 
adulthood, most have overcome 
unimaginable hurdles that may 
include malaria, typhus, cholera, 
food shortage, snake bites, and child 
labor. The opportunity to receive an 
education would change their lives 
and help to lift them out of the 
depths of poverty. 

My commitment to serve the 
children of Malawi and especially 
young girls like Loveness, is what 
drives me to continue to learn as 
much as possible about the personal 
struggles that families encounter as 
they seek to educate their children. 

The PC(USA) and its partners are 
committed to ensuring every student 
in the five Synods of Malawi, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe has access to 
trained teachers and a quality 
education. Even though the task 
appears monumental, I know that 
with God, all things are possible. 

Peace and blessings, 
Rev. Cheryl Barnes 

Editor’s Note: Cheryl Barnes is one 
of four mission partners that we 
financially support every month 
through the church budget. 

Mission 
(continued from page 5) 

My first meeting with 

Loveness. 

Loveness in her 

new clothes. 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

  1 David Lapp, Fred Pauer,  
 Greg Pittard 
  6 Alva Faulkner, Jeff Pettit 
  7 Wanda Pittman 
 11 Linda-Jean Jay  
 13 Barbara Trulock 
 14 Robert Pittard 
 17 Martha Bertrand 
 Paula Reardon 
 18 Ella Davis 
 19 Julie Boone,  
 Charlotte Ealick,  
 Ian Lindsay 
 22 McKenzie Weekley 
 23 Andrew Buchholz 
 24 Ruth Mayhall 
 26 Owen Gillies 
 29 Phoebe Crimmins 
 31 Priscilla Gilman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

  2 Jim & Sue Wade  
 (62 years) 
 11 Joe & Jodi Huff 
 (30 years) 
 13 Joe & Diane Griffin 
 (54 years) 
 17 Terry & Joyce Bowers 
 (52 years) 
 21 Hubert & Debbie van Tuyll 
 (38 years) 
 27 Dave & Judy Grieve 
 (54 years) 

Church Member Profiles 

AVA MOORE 

Ava Lisbeth Moore was born at 
University Hospital on January 19th, 
2000 to Sabina Widner and Aubrey 
Moore. About a year and a half later, her 
family welcomed her younger brother, 
Ian. Ava’s family lived about five 
minutes away from Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, and they were 
attracted to the preschool program 
because they offered “Children’s Day 
Out” events, which they felt were 
inclusive to stay-at-home dads, like 
Aubrey, as well as stay-at-home moms. 
Ava started attending preschool at 
Covenant when she was eight months 
old. When she was two years old, her 
Dad woke up one Sunday and decided to 
go to church. Eventually he began 
bringing his family, and Ava has been a 
part of the Covenant Presbyterian family 
ever since.  

When Ava was five years old, her family 
moved from Augusta to Evans. She 
attended Greenbrier High School, where 
she was involved in Marching Band and 
in Model United Nations. During middle 
and high school, Ava was also involved 
with the Covenant Youth Group, where 
she believes that the experiences she had 
played a significant role in shaping the 
values she has today, and to which she 
credits several of her fondest memories.  

In 2018, Ava graduated from Greenbrier 
High School and began attending the 
University of Georgia, where she is 
currently majoring in Psychology and 
minoring in Religion. In addition to the 
classes Ava has taken which pertain to 
her major and her minor, some of her 
favorite classes at UGA so far have also 
included Creative Writing, Women’s 
Studies, and Anthropology. At UGA, 
Ava is involved with the Presbyterian 
Student Center. She was drawn to the 
PSC’s dedication to social justice and 
mindset of radical inclusion and 
acceptance, and greatly enjoys its 
diverse, close-knit community. Aside 
from her academic studies and 
involvement with the PSC, Ava enjoys 
writing, spending time with her cat, and 
being involved with social justice-
oriented initiatives.        

Ava Moore    

IAN MOORE 

Ian Michael Moore was born at 
University Hospital in Augusta, 
Georgia on June 25, 2001. His first 
affiliation with Covenant 
Presbyterian Church came when his 
parents, Aubrey Moore and Sabina 
Widner brought him to Covenant 
Preschool in 2002, and the family 
became members of the church soon 
after.  

Ian stayed with Covenant Preschool 
all the way through kindergarten and 
remained involved with the church 
all the way through high school. 
Throughout the years, Ian has served 
as an usher, liturgist, deacon, and 
active member of both the youth and 
bell choir groups.  

Outside of church, Ian attended 
Riverside Middle School and 
Greenbrier High School, where he 
played alto saxophone in both the 
concert and marching bands. In his 
spare time away from school and 
church, Ian enjoys all things sports 
and playing the guitar, although he 
says he is still in the beginning 
stages. 

This past fall, Ian went off to college 
at the University of Georgia. 
Initially, he was undecided on his 
major, but he is now striving for a 
management degree from the Terry 
College of business. While he is not 
an active member of the Presbyterian 
Student Center at UGA, Ian has 
found ways to continue exploring his 
faith, such as visiting his friends at 
Covenant Presbyterian in Athens. 

Ian Moore 
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August Worship Schedule 

USHERS 

8/2: Judy Grieve, Chris Henry,  

 Ruth Mayhall,  

 Buddy Simpson, Bill Usry 

8/9: Steve Bell, Dalton Cooper, 

 John Ealick, Angela Hobby 

8/16: Jim Buckalew,  

 Jim Crimmins,  Jimmy Lea, 

 Johnny Lowe, Jim Wade 

8/23: Hugh Dobbins,  

 Lucyle Ferris, Dave Lapp, 

 Fidelis Ndingwan 

8/30: Judy Grieve, Chris Henry, 

 Ruth Mayhall,   

 Buddy Simpson, Bill Usry 

LITURGIST/READER 

AT 11:00 AM SERVICE 

8/2: Chuck Baldwin 

8/9: Judy Grieve 

8/16: Ruth Mayhall 

8/23: Gail Roat 

8/30: Sam McCarter 

Prayer Concerns 

PREACHER 

8/2: Katelyn Gordon Cooke  

8/9: Andy Cooke 

8/16: Katelyn Gordon Cooke 

8/23: Andy Cooke  

8/30: Stu Ritter 

GREETERS 

8/2: TBD 
8/9: TBD 
8/16: TBD 
8/23: TBD 
8/30: TBD 

FLOWERS 

8/2: Maatsi & Fidelis Ndingwan 

8/9: Sabina Widner 

8/16: Joyce Bowers 
8/23: Jim & Phoebe Crimmins 
8/30: Anne Huff 
 
 
 
 

New Prayer Concerns 

Johnny Lowe – On the death of his 
sister, Anne Lowe in Selma, AL. 
(0724) 

Sunny Griffin (Diane’s sister-in-law) 
– Winston-Salem, NC (0728) 

Phil Griffin – (Diane’s brother), 
Greenville, NC (0728) 

 

Continued Prayer Concerns 

All of Covenant’s Missionaries 

All who serve in the U.S. Military 

Sandra Bowman – At home (0513) 

Leah Cleary (Angel Cleary’s sister) – 

At home (0525) 

Mildred Coleman (Neighbor and 
Friend of Chuck Baldwin) – Emory, 
treatment of advanced Leukemia 
(0716) 

Tanner Haywood  (Ann Haywood’s 
grandson) – At home (0401) 

Sam McCarter – At home 

Susanna O’Kula, MD & Brett 
Marinelli, MD – New York City, NY 
(0401) 

Hazel Reddin (Debbie van Tuyll’s 

sister-in-law) – At home (0525) 

Deborah Sanders (Joslyn Fields’ 
sister) – At home (0717) 

Marvin and Frankie Sanders  
(Joslyn Fields’ brother & sister-in-
law) – At Home (0717) 

Debbie van Tuyll – At home (0525) 

Catherine Williams (friend of Carol 
Lapp) – At home (0426) 

Sarah Worthington (extended family 
of Polly Williams) – At home (0414) 

Enduring Concerns 

Dorris Andrews (Elaine Lea’s mother) 
– Brandon Wilde 

Dr. Marion Conditt (Karla Conditt 
Daniels’ father) – COVID-19 positive; 
Rehab Facility, Waupaca, WI  

Phyllis Daniels – Brandon Wilde 

Lois Davis – Kentwood 

Anne Degrazia – Alpharetta, GA 

Dr. Alva Faulkner – Pavilion, Brandon 
Wilde 

Priscilla Gilman – Washington 
Commons 

Betty Johnston – Brandon Wilde 

Malcolm Kling – Brandon Wilde 

Isabel Lecuona – Kentwood  

Larry Lutcher  – Brandon Wilde  

Richard and Gloria Jennings 
Marshall – At home  

Leah Mannel – Brandon Wilde 

Jocelyn Martin-Moses (Karell Moses’ 
mother) – At home 

Carol Paulson – At home 

Lois Reynolds – Washington Commons 

Elizabeth Swink – At home 

Jane Terry (Chris Terry’s mother) – 
Lake Wales, FL 

Barbara Williams – Brandon Wilde 

And for all those whose names we 
hold in our hearts. 

The prayer ministry is led by deacons Becky DeLecuona, Sabina Widner, and Dana Johnson. To add a prayer concern, please contact the church 

office at jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 

A/V TEAM 

8/2:  Terry Bowers, 
 Sam McCarter,  
 Emma Raider 
8/9:  Terry Bowers,  
 Emma Raider 
8/16: Terry Bowers, 
 Emma Raider 
8/23: Terry Bowers, 
 Emma Raider 
8/30: Terry Bowers  
 Emma Raider 
  

mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
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