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Covenant        

Chimes 
January 2021 COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

From Our Pastor Notes from Session 

December 1, 2020 

Session members welcomed Reverend 
Karla Conditt Daniels to the meeting. 
Katelyn Gordon Cooke and Andy 
Cooke were excused as was Andrea 
Butt.  Also attending were Lyn 
Patterson and Aubrey Moore.  
Moderator Karla convened the 
meeting. Following the necessary 
order of business, Moderator Karla 
opened the meeting with a devotional. 

Karla read Isaiah 64:1-8.  She asked 
session members to share the images 
which came to mind as she read the 
passage. Several members commented 
on impact of the Isaiah potter and clay 
verses.  Karla shared a quote from 
Donald Booz: “Be aware of God’s 
promises, that even in glimpses, and 
often in the dark,”  Isaiah’s Advent 
message is more than about the 
promises of God’s coming, but the 
attentiveness to the presence of God 
already among us.  Karla thanked 
members for their discussion and 
opened with prayer. 

Clerk’s Report: 

• No building usage 

• Membership change: LJ and 
Charles Jay joined on November 
1, 2020 

• Letter from Audit committee 
stating they had not met but were 
confident the financial safeguards 
in place at Covenant assured the 
records were in order. 

(See “Session Notes,” page 3) 

It seems cliché to look forward to a 

new year with hope while branding 

the previous year as awful. People 

have been echoing that sentiment 

since calendars were invented. But 

this new year celebration is different, 

and I am genuinely excited about 

what 2021 will bring for us at 

Covenant. 

Later this month, we will do several 

things to mark the end of 2020 and 

help us look forward to 2021. Our 

newly elected officers will begin 

their training on Sunday, January 24. 

Please join me in praying for Steve 

Bell, Fred Gehle, Chris Henry, 

Lindsay Kircher, Mary McCarter, 

Deb Pittman, and Hubert van Tuyll 

as they begin their preparation for 

ordained service, which begins on 

February 14. We will also hold our 

annual congregational meeting on 

Sunday, January 31 immediately 

following the 11:00 a.m. worship 

service. The purpose of this meeting 

is for the congregation to formally 

receive the annual report and budget, 

to elect corporate officers, and to 

approve the terms of call for the 

clergy. I’m glad to say that, even 

though 2020 was a challenging year, 

the annual report and budget will 

reflect God’s provision for our 

community, good stewardship of our 

resources, and flexible and creative 

leadership in the midst of a 

pandemic. 

As the months pass in 2021 and 

more people in the CSRA are 

vaccinated, it is our hope that we can 

safely move to a second stage of 

reopening the church. The Open the 

Gates Task Force will continue to 

meet on the last Thursday of every 

month to assess our situation, 

consider changes, and make 

recommendations to the Session. If 

you have questions or concerns, then 

please be in touch with a staff 

member or an elder. 

On a more personal note, Katelyn 

and I would like to thank all of you 

for your love and support following 

the birth of our son, Charles Andrew 

Cooke, on December 2. Charlie is 

doing great and we are looking 

forward to the day that we can safely 

bring him to Covenant for you to 

meet him. Your prayers, cards, texts, 

calls, and meals have meant so much 

to us during this time. We are 

grateful to God to be able to call 

Covenant home as Charlie enters the 

world and learns what it means to be 

the community of Jesus Christ 

together. 

With New Year Blessings, 

Pastor Andy 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Ministers: All Covenant Members 

Co-Pastors:   

The Rev. Katelyn Gordon Cooke and  

The Rev. Andy Cooke 

Director of Music and Organist:  

Lyn M. Patterson 

Parish Associates:  

The Rev. Karla Conditt Daniels,  

The Rev. Dr. Gloria Jennings Marshall 

Nursery Caregiver:  Mary Simms 

Church Secretary: Judy Strogonoff 

Finance Secretary: Linda-Jean “LJ” Jay 

Preschool Director: Lauren Stull 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Church  
3131 Walton Way, Augusta, GA 30909 

(706) 733-0513  

info@covenantaugusta.org 

www.covenantaugusta.org 

www.facebook.com/covenantaugusta 

Office Hours:   

9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. Mon-Fri 

GAP ITEM OF THE 

MONTH 

The item of the month for January is 

hot chocolate.   This item will be a 

welcome addition to our Food Pantry 

shelves.  

GAP Ministries continues to serve 

the hungry through its food pantry, 

and our supplies are running low. We 

appreciate all that Golden Harvest 

does to keep us stocked, but their 

inventory is down, too. When you are 

at the store, remember that we 

especially need bar soap, canned 

meat, and canned vegetables. If you 

are sewing face masks, please donate 

some for our homeless clients. A 

donation box is outside the church on 

the landing beside the office door.  

Mary Beachum 

Annual Meeting of 

the Congregation 

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

On Sunday, January 31 immediately 

following the 11:00 a.m. worship 

service, we will hold our annual 

congregational meeting for the 

purposes of receiving the annual 

report, receiving the 2021 budget, 

voting to elect our 2021 corporate 

officers (President and Treasurer), 

and voting to approve the terms of 

call for the Co-Pastors. More 

information about this meeting will 

be available in the bulletin and in the 

weekly email as the date approaches. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR  

OF MUSIC 

THANK YOU to all of Covenant’s 

talented and committed volunteer 

musicians, both instrumentalists and 

vocalists,  who enhanced all our 

Advent and Christmas worship 

services with beautiful music.  The 

compliments have been many and 

the congregation appreciated the 

offering you made of your time and 

talents.         Soli Deo Gloria!               

Lyn M. Patterson  

Director of Music and Organist/ 

Pianist  

Preschool News 

Happy New Year from all of us at the 

preschool! Teachers are hoping to 

return January 11, 2021, while 

students will return January 19, 2021. 

Please keep us in prayer as we 

continue to navigate the suggested 

guidelines surrounding the 

virus.  Our hope is to return and 

welcome our families back safely 

and have a successful last half of the 

school year and plan an awesome 

summer program.  Thank you for 

your continued love and support.  

Lauren Stull, 

Preschool Director 

 

Member Notes 

THANK YOU 

Many thanks for 

your continued 

support and prayers 

for the Colborn 

family during our 

fight with lymphoma and my 

granddaughter's care team.  On 

December 23, she was able to leave 

the hospital cancer free. 

Thanking so many of you for all 

your support throughout this ordeal. 

Continuous prayers of thanksgiving 

will be much appreciated. 

The Colborn Family 

CONTRIBUTION  

ENVELOPES 

Contribution 

envelopes for 2021 

have been placed 

outside the sanctuary 

for those of you who 

normally use them, or 

who have requested 

them for use for 2021 due to the 

pandemic. 

If you have a mailbox in the church 

hallway, your envelopes will be 

placed there. 

LJ Jay, 

Finance Secretary 
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Session Notes 
(continued from page 1) 

• Ministry chairs were reminded 

that their input was needed for the 
2020 Annual Report to be given 
January 31, 2021 Congregational 
Meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

• Church financial reports for the 
month of November were not yet 
available. Aubrey did report that 
although to-date expenses had 
exceeded income by $623 there 
remained $14,300 in the surplus. 
He will send November financial 
reports to the Session when they 
are available. 

• Aubrey informed session that 
there would be a change in the 
reimbursement process in 2021. 
To achieve better transparency for 
the Ministry Teams, he and LJ 
would like Ministry chairs to 
approve all expenditures over 
$100 from their team funds. Gail 
Kouame made a motion to have 
Ministry chairs approve and sign 
the reimbursement form for 
amounts over $100. Brock Daniels 
made a motion to amend the 
amount to over $50 to be approved 
by documented approval. This 
motion was seconded and passed. 
The original motion was seconded 
as amended and passed. 

• Aubrey brought to Session that LJ 
and Charles Jay would like to 
donate computer laptop for the 
financial secretary’s use.  Brock 
Daniels made a motion to accept 
this donation. It was seconded and 
passed. Aubrey will notify LJ and 
Charles of Session’s approval. 

Task Force Reports: 

Open the Gates Task Force 
recommended Stage 1 worship 
continue to February 8, 2021. 

Aubrey provided figures from pledges 
received to date which are 
encouraging. 

Ministry Reports 

Building and Grounds  no report 

Congregational Life reported Chris 
Terry is working on 2 caroling events 
in December. 

Education presented a motion for 
Presbyterian Women Annual 
Offerings: Birthday and Thank and the 
dates proposed for these offerings be 
accepted and passed onto the Mission 
Ministry. The motion passed. 

Mission: Motion for Session to agree 
to the Earth Care Pledge to complete 
2020 requirements to become Earth 
Care Congregation. The motion 
passed. 

Sustainability: Aubrey informed 
Session there had been a math 
(addition) error in the Total Income 
Accounts section of the proposed 
2021 budget. He also informed 
Session the church had received new, 
more accurate expense estimates for 
two line items in the budget—005459 
– WOW (telephone service) and 
005737 – Secretary’s Health 
Insurance, and proposed that we 
increase the amount proposed for line 
item 005305 – ACS Support & 
Maintenance to allow for new 
software upgrades recommended for 
2021.   Aubrey reported the 
Sustainability Ministry Team was not 
able to meet prior to Session to 
consider these changes and asked that 
Session consider them here. Aubrey 
proposed that we accomplish these 
changes through some combination of 
an increase in transfers from the 
building fund on the revenue side and 
a decrease in denominational support 
to the presbytery on the expense side 
of the budget. Various proposals were 
considered, and following discussion, 
Joe Huff made a motion to accept the 
2021 Budget in the amount of 
$572,775.84 as amended. It was 
seconded and passed. The approved 
2021 Budget is found on page 4. 

Aubrey gave the report of the Co-
pastors’ annual reviews which he and 
Jodi Huff conducted. He informed 
Session that overall the reviews had 
been very good. He noted that some 
reviewers had offered limited 
constructive feedback that the co-
pastors’ themselves had identified for 
improvement. He closed by 
commenting that the co-pastor model 
seems to be working well for the 
congregation and co-pastors alike. 

Sustainability Ministry presented two 
motions to add the following policies 
to the Personnel Policy and the 
Preschool Personnel Policy: 

• Motion 1. Preschool Tuition 
Discount—Staff who are 
employed at least 20 hours per 
week are eligible to receive a fifty 
percent reduction in tuition for 
their first child and a twenty five 
percent reduction in tuition for 
their second child. Staff working 
less than 20 hours per week are 
eligible for a twenty-five percent 
reduction in tuition for their first 
and second child. A discount will 
only be given for two children per 
family at a time. 

• Motion 2. Waiver of Preschool 
Attendance Restrictions—
Attendance limits for preschool 
students under the age of two will 
be waived for children of 
employees if permitted by law and 
when the parent is working on 
campus. 

Both motions passed 

Worship no report 

Deacons: Karla informed the Session 
that there was no report, but the 
Diaconate would meet December 7, 
2020. 

There was neither new Business or Old 
Business to be discussed. 

Co-Pastor’s Report 

Clerk Judy Grieve read a note from 
Andy discussing his desire to pursue a 
Doctor of Ministry beginning in the 
summer of 2021. Session is interested 
to learn more from Andy at the 
January Session meeting.  

Karla closed the meeting with prayer. 

Create in me(us) a clean heart, O God,   
and put a new and right spirit within 
me (us). (Psalm 51:10) As we begin a 
new year, may we be present in every 
moment of 2021 and love with 
intention, being the Church. May the 
grace of God fill our days with 
exuberant joy! From d365 Following 
the Star.  

Judy Grieve, 

Clerk of Session 
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Dear members and friends of Covenant, 

I am happy to report that despite the pandemic we closed out the year in good shape. Because of your stalwart financial 

support, and the faithful stewardship of our elected leadership, we finished the year with a small surplus. (Stay tuned for 

the Year-end Financial Report in a future addition of the Chimes). 

On December 1, 2020 Session approved our 2021 church budget. This budget is approximately 0.6% higher than our 

2020 budget. It includes a small pay raise for staff, as well as some minimal cost increases guided by the projected in-

crease in the CPI, and a necessary upgrade to our financial accounting software. Otherwise, all else remains essentially 

the same. Said budget appears below. 

Feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. If I cannot answer them, I will find someone who can. Be well. 

Aubrey Moore,  

Treasurer 

2021 Church Budget 
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Education 

ADULT 

SALT and Choir Class Adult Sunday 

School 

All Covenant adults are invited to 

participate via Zoom in our 4-week 

adult Sunday School class series 

entitled Living our Faith. We will be 

using the book of James to focus on 

practical applications for living a life 

of faith in our day-to-day lives.  The 

class begins on January 10. Brock 

Daniels will have a Zoom screen set 

up in the church parlor each week at 

9:45 AM for those folks who cannot 

participate from home. For questions 

about adult classes, feel free to 

contact Judy Grieve, Brock Daniels, 

or Kathy Ordelt.   

YOUTH 

Check out what we have going on 

this month in Youth Ministry.  We 

hope you’ll join us! 

A reminder:  While Katelyn is on 

maternity leave, your best sources of 

information for youth ministry 

happenings are the Chimes 

newsletter, the Friday emails, and the 

announcements in the weekly 

bulletins. 

Youth Bible Study 

Sunday, January  17 

3:00-4:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Middle and high school youth are 

continuing to read through the 

Gospel of Mark together.  Mark is 

the shortest gospel, but it’s still full 

of interesting stories and questions 

about Jesus’ life on earth.  Kathy 

Ordelt and Pastor Andy will lead this 

study, and all youth are welcome to 

join us! 

Youth Service to Others 

Sunday, January 10 

3:00-4:00 p.m. 

The youth will serve at Covenant for 

a work day around the church and 

grounds. 

Youth Fellowship 

Sunday, January 24 

3:00 p.m. 

Event Details will be provided in the 

bulletin and emails as the date 

approaches. 

CHILDREN 

Covenant Kids’ Zoom Gathering 

Sunday, January 10 // 2:00-2:30 p.m. 

via Zoom 

Join Mr. Ralph for a Covenant kids’ 

Zoom hang-out!  We’ll enjoy time 

with friends, games, Bible stories, 

and prayer. All Covenant kids are 

welcome to join us. 

Preschool kiddos are asked to have 

an adult accompany them on the 

Zoom call.  Thank you! 

YOUNG ADULT 

Thursday, January 

21 // 7:00 p.m. via 

Zoom 

This monthly virtual 

gathering for Covenant Young 

Adults includes time for fellowship, 

Bible Study, and prayer.  Young 

adults take turns leading the 

discussion, and we always enjoy 

some good theological conversation.  

Check the Friday email for the Zoom 

link, and we hope to see you there! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Programs resume January 20 with a 

program led by Timothy Baranoski.  

We will look at  Genesis 15:1-12, 17

-18 and John 21:15-19. The focus 

will be resetting our relationships 

especially with God in the new year. 

Specifically, what is needed to reset/

restore/renew those relationships in 

light of Abraham’s experience with 

God in the desert and Peter’s 

experience with Jesus along the 

shore. 

The Education Ministry Team  will 

host the program “Re-boot Your 

Faith” on January 27. 
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Mission 
Below is an article from the Fall 
2020 Mission Crossroads of a 
missionary that Covenant 
sponsors, Larry Sthreashley. 

ON THE FRONT LINES 

Mission co-worker Larry 
Sthreshley is fighting the 
pandemic in Congo 

Larry Sthreshley, a mission coworker 
for more than 30 years in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), once more finds himself on 
the front lines combating a global 
pandemic. For years it was Ebola. 
Now it’s COVID-19.  

Sthreshley directs one of the largest 
church-run health programs in 
Africa, assisting the government to 
provide medical care to more than 9 
million people in 870 health centers 
and 50 hospitals in four provinces of 
the country.  

“The impact [of COVID-19] is not 
proportional,” said Sthreshley. “As 
hard as it seems in the U.S., it’s 
going to be harder for the Congolese. 
On a micro-level, they just don’t 
have the margin to absorb something 
like this. They can’t even shelter in 
place for more than a couple of days 
without going out and risking their 
lives.” 

As of August, there were more than 
200 deaths. Fortunately, the 
government took action early to close 
borders, schools and nonessential 
stores. That gave the health sector 
time to prepare.  

UKAID has given IMA World 
Health, a faith-based global 
nonprofit, $6 million to provide 
health facilities with personal 
protective equipment, messaging for 
medical staff and the general 
population on how to protect against 
COVID-19, and training on how to 
treat COVID-19 patients who don’t 
need intensive care.  

When the government authorizes 
drug treatments, the funds will be 
used to supply drugs to the health 
centers and hospitals. Kinshasa, the 
capital city, is a priority for UKAID, 

so the COVID-19 response will also 
include health facilities in Kinshasa, 
covering 40% of the population. The 
nine health facilities managed by the 
Presbyterian Community of 
Kinshasa will receive assistance 
through this COVID-19 funding. 

The experience Sthreshley has in 
fighting Ebola has been remarkably 
helpful in planning the COVID-19 
response.  

“You identify the case, track down 
contacts and isolate those contacts. 
We aren’t doing that as intensively 
with COVID-19,” he said. “We had 
a big network of people going from 
home to home, taking temperatures 
twice a day for all the Ebola contact 
patients. With COVID-19, we will 
identify the cases and distribute 
masks and educational materials to 
the contacts, but we won’t be going 
on a daily basis to their homes. That 
would actually increase the risk, 
because it’s so much more 
contagious than Ebola. A lot of 
things like the hand-washing and 
other protocols are also very 
similar.” 

The population in Congo is young 
compared to western countries. 
About 62% of the population is 
under 25. Only 2.7% of the 
population is over 65. But there are a 
significant number of adults with 
diabetes and hypertension, as well as 
thousands of vulnerable children 
who suffer from acute and chronic 
malnutrition. 

Larry and Inge Sthreshley grew up 
as children of missionaries in 
Congo. His parents were 
Presbyterian missionaries who 
served in the two Kasaii provinces in 
the south-central region. Her 
parents were Methodist missionaries 
who served in the Katanga province 
in the far southeastern section of the 
country. 

Kathy Melvin is director of mission 
communications with the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

HIS NAME SHALL BE 

IMMANUEL 

A Letter from Cheryl Barnes, 
serving in Malawi 

 Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son and 
shall name him Immanuel. -Isaiah 
7:14 

The Word of God has a guarantee; 
what is written by divine inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit will never return 
void. When we read the Word, we 
must understand that the truth of God 
will stand regardless of what is 
happening in the world. 

God’s plan for humanity was that 
God would send a redeemer, and 
Jesus appeared. When the fullness of 
time had come, God sent God’s only 
Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, in order to redeem us from the 
law. Through Christ, we have 
received adoption as children of God, 
we are no longer slaves to sin, but we 
are joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah tells us that his name is 
Immanuel, God with us. 

In this time of uncertainty, one thing 
remains sure, and that is the Word of 
God. In this season, we are required 
to embrace righteousness, holiness, 
morality, and justice as we prepare 
for God’s return. More than ever 
before, we should embrace loving one 
another. This is how we honor the 
Christ child this is how we celebrate 
his birth, remembering that our 
redeemer who has come once, will 
come again. 

My deepest appreciation to all of you 
for your generosity in giving, which 
allows me to share in the witness of 
Christ in the world, to the people of 
Malawi. 

(See “Mission,” page 8) 
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Presbyterian 
Women 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

ZOOM GATHERING 

January 19 at 2 PM 

All Covenant women are invited to 

this year's Presbyterian Women Bi-

ble study, "Into the Light: Finding 

Hope Through Prayers of La-

ment" by P. Lynn Miller. 

For January's meeting, we will be 

discussing Chapters 4 and 5. This is 

a fascinating look at not only scrip-

tural prayers and hymns of lament, 

but also seeing how lament makes 

its way into contemporary music and 

poetry. Join us as we learn how to 

use lament to grow closer to God 

and to help us process our deepest 

feelings. Join us via Zoom, either 

from home or in Room 12 with Cin-

dy Wallerich, who will have a Zoom 

screen set up for viewing at 

church. Please contact Cindy Wal-

lerich or Kathy Ordelt if you have 

any questions.  

TREATS FOR TROOPS 

Thank you to everyone for your very 

generous contributions to Treats 

for Troops!  We had plenty of treats 

for the 100 bags.  All extra treats 

were given to GAP and appreciated 

greatly as their needs for food bags 

are continually increasing due to 

increasing numbers of participants. 

Missions 
(continued from page 7) 

GOODIES FOR GAP 2021 

Thanks to our many Covenant 

bakers, Baking Christmas Merry and 

Bright was able to add a special 

touch to the GAP Christmas food 

distribution.  Together we filled 

around 200 jam-packed goodie 

boxes along with knitted caps, masks 

and socks.  They were a big hit with 

those who received them.  Thanks to 

all who shared the joy of Christmas 

in this special way. 

We will continue our Goodies for 

GAP project during 2021.  GAP 

continues to see large numbers of 

people in need of food 

assistance, generally well over 

150.  Most of the food they give out 

consists of meats, vegetables, fruit 

and other basic dietary needs.  Our 

goodie bags add a special touch of 

love for those who are struggling.  

We currently plan to collect Goodies 

for GAP on the first and third 

Wednesdays of each month to be 

distributed on the following 

Thursday morning. Our first 

collection day is Wednesday, 

January 20.  As usual Mary Beachum 

and Martha Bertrand are available to 

pick up your goodies from your 

home or you can drop them by our 

house, 651 Canterbury Dr. in 

Augusta.  Some people leave them at 

the church for us to pick up. 

As a general rule, baked goods 

should be unwrapped so that we can 

put together sandwich sized ziplock 

bags with a variety of goodies.  If 

you have baked something that you 

feel needs to be separately bagged, 

iced cupcakes for example, feel free 

to put one or two of them in a bag 

and we will add them into bags with 

other goodies.  Putting together so 

many bags is quite a project. I'd 

really appreciate receiving your 

baked offerings before 5:30 if at all 

possible.’ 

If you have questions, contact 

Martha Bertrand at 

mbertrand651@gmail.com. 

L-R: Joyce Bowers, Gail Baker, Cindy 
Wallerich,  and Lola Bell assembling bags for 
Treats for Troops. 



COVENANT CHIMES January 2021 PAGE 9 

Church Member Profiles 

FRAN MIXON 

A daughter of Jim and Frances Frazier, I was born on 
July 6, 1947, into a large family of siblings--Ann, (my 
twin), after siblings Locketta and Jamie, followed by 
Locke in 1952. 

Our parents were successful and caring.  Dad, a colonel 
during World War II, partnered a pulpwood company, a 
car dealership, and a machine and car shop. 

My mother was an art teacher and organized shows and 
competitions in a courthouse designed by Robert Mills. 

All children attended Mt. Zion Elementary School, 
established 1777, in Winnsboro, SC, and either Mt. Zion 
or Winnsboro High School.  The latter is where I met my 
future husband, Wayne Mixon in a study hall. 

My twin, Ann and I attended Winthrop College beginning 
in 1965.  When I became a junior, I transferred to USC 
after marrying Wayne at the Sion Presbyterian Church in 
Winnsboro in, 1967.  Wayne continued on to his master’s 
degree in American History, and I finished with a degree 
in psychology in 1969. 

Wayne volunteered for the draft to receive benefits for his 
PhD degree at UNC.  We had a son, Phillip that summer 
and moved into an apartment in Chapel Hill.  To help 
with finances, I worked in the infirmary at UNC in the 
evening. Wayne finished his degree and published his 
dissertation at the UNC press in 1972. 

Wayne's first position was at University of Southern 
Mississippi in Natchez, MS.--what a wonderful town.  
Our daughter, Eleanor, was born earlier and her 14-year-
old babysitter was Greg Iles, a popular novelist in the 
nineties.  Greg was the son of good friends in our 
neighborhood. 

Our family moved from Natchez the day Elvis died in 
1976.  Wayne joined the history department at Mercer 
University in Macon.  Phil and Eleanor finished grade, 
middle, and high school there, and both eventually went 
to UGA.  I earned a master’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education at Mercer in 1978 and began my teaching 
career. 

In 1996, a position as Chairman of the History 
Department opened at Augusta State University, Wayne 
got it, so we moved here.  Eleanor finished at UGA law 
school later.  She lives in Atlanta, owns her own firm, 
and is married to an attorney, James Attwood.  They have 
two children, Locke and Emma. 

Phillip finished at Augusta State University and worked 
there in the library for 10 years.  He and I live in Spring 
Lakes still after Wayne, my husband and Philip and 
Eleanor’s dad, died August 9, 2020.  We miss him 
terribly. 

Fran Mixon 

LINDA-JEAN COTÉ JAY 

Linda-Jean (LJ) Coté was born on August 11, 1951 and 
raised in Back Bay, Boston, MA where she attended 
elementary and junior high school. At 14, she moved to 
Brockton, MA where she attended Brockton High School. 
Just before Christmas 1967, during her junior year, she 
went on a blind triple date arranged by friends, and met 
the love of her life, Charles Harold Jay.  They married on 
November 22, 1969 and celebrated their 50th anniversary 
in 2019. 

Charles graduated from East Coast Aero Tech in 1970 and 
embarked upon a 25-year career in general aviation as an 
aircraft mechanic and inspector. 

The couple’s older daughter, Victoria Jean, was born in 
August 1971, in Ft. Walton Beach, FL.  Charles and LJ 
had relocated along with Charles’ parents and 5 siblings 
earlier that year. 

A few years later, while living in Nashville, TN, Charles 
and LJ came to salvation in Christ. Both had been raised 
in church, but they gave their hearts to Jesus in 1976. 

The couple adopted Katherine Elena in May 1978, just a 
few months before LJ started college at Wright State 
University in Dayton, OH. LJ earned a B.A. degree in 
Greek Classics and a minor in Russian. She has an 
abiding interest in studying languages, history, and 
especially the Bible. (As a child, LJ read Bible passages 
on the radio while attending St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Boston.) 

In 1995, Charles changed careers and began working in 
the nonprofit sector, first for a Christian ministry, and 
later with organizations which serve the homeless or 
victims of domestic violence. 

In 2005, LJ began pursuing a Master of Public 
Administration degree while working at UNC 
Wilmington. She dual majored in Nonprofit Management 
and Public Policy. 

LJ and Charles moved to Charlotte, NC in 2009.  LJ 
transferred to UNC Charlotte, where she worked until 
2016. Higher education is near and dear to her heart. 

So, too, are her five grandchildren: Ava (20), a junior at 
Coker College (SC), Emory (18), a freshman at Cal Poly 
Tech (CA), Lydia (16), a junior at Skyline High School 
(WA), Alex (16), a junior at Butler High School (NC), 
and his twin sister, Lexie (16), also a junior at Butler High 
School (NC). 

LJ joined Covenant Presbyterian in March 2019 as their 
Financial Secretary.  She felt that the Lord had drawn her 
to Covenant—a conviction which has only grown stronger 
over time. Charles and Linda-Jean recently became 
members of the Covenant Family. 

LJ Jay 
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A CORRECTION IN 

DECEMBER’S CHIMES 

The December Chimes including a 

Profile for Colonel (Retired) Lois A. 

K. Sylvester.  There was an error in 

the fourth paragraph.  Below is the 

corrected paragraph. 

After retirement from the Army, 

he spent 13 years as a math 

teacher and guidance counselor 

at Sego Middle School in Augus-

ta, where, in the year 2000, he 

earned Teacher of the Year sta-

tus.  He retired in 2004 but 

worked part time for one more 

year as a math teacher in an af-

ter school program at Sego.  Af-

ter one year of full retirement, he 

re-entered the workforce in 2006 

as a guidance counselor at 

Greenbrier High School in Ev-

ans, until his third retirement in 

June 2018.  This third retirement 

completed 54 years of civilian 

employment and military service 

to the nation. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING 

OUR EMAILS? 

If you are not 
receiving our emails, 
then please visit 
www.covenantaugusta.org and sign 
up. This is the best way to find out 
what is happening in our 
congregation each week. If you are 
having trouble signing up, then you 
may contact Judy Strogonoff at 
jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 
Our emails are also posted to our 
Facebook page. 

2021 Star Words 

Here is a sample of the homemade star words that people in our community 

made on Epiphany Sunday. 

http://www.covenantaugusta.org
mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
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December Worship Schedule 

USHERS 

1/10: Hugh Dobbins,  

 Lucyle Ferris, Dave Lapp, 

 Fidelis Ndingwan 

1/17: Judy Grieve, Chris Henry,  

 Ruth Mayhall,  

 Buddy Simpson, Bill Usry 

1/24: Steve Bell, Dalton Cooper, 

 John Ealick, Angela Hobby 

1/31: Jim Buckalew,  

 Jim Crimmins,  Jimmy Lea, 

 Johnny Lowe, Jim Wade 

LITURGIST/READER 

AT 11:00 AM SERVICE 

1/10: Lindsay Kircher 
1/17: Mac Hobby 
1/24: Audrey Baldwin 
1/31: Maatsi Ndingwan 

PREACHER 

1/10: Andy Cooke 

1/17: Karla Conditt Daniels 

1/24: Andy Cooke 

1/31: Andy Cooke 

 

Prayer Concerns 

GREETERS 

1/10: Mary Beachum/Martha 
 Bertrand 
1/17: Jim Crimmins 
1/24: Sabina Widner 
1/31: Sarah Colborn 

A/V TEAM 

January  
Steve Bell, Terry Bowers, John 
Ealick, Owen Gillies, Emma Raider 

The prayer ministry is led by deacons Becky DeLecuona, Sabina Widner, and Dana Johnson. To add a prayer concern, please contact the church 

office at jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org. 

New Prayer Concerns 

Diane Griffin and family on the 
death of  Sunny Griffin, her sister-in
-law in Winston-Salem, NC 

Elaine Sanders Jackson (Joslyn 
Fields’ sister) – Orangeburg, SC 

Continued Prayer Concerns 

All of Covenant’s Missionaries 
All who serve in the U.S. Military 
Matt Baldwin – At home (1109) 

Richard Company (Judy 
Strogonoff’s brother) – Jacksonville, 
FL (1124) 

Helen Chilton (Close relative and 
family friend of Andrea Butt) – At 
home in Hospice Care (0902) 

Garrett Grice (brother of Melissa 
Grice Tyler) – hospitalized with 
brain aneurysm (1005) 

Nancy Holloway (Polly Williams’ 
sister-in-law) – Columbus, GA 
(1118) 

LJ Jay – At home (914) 
Gail Kouame – At home (1004) 

David Rhoades – At home (1120) 

Samantha Smith (Becky 
DeLecuona’s cousin) –Pascagoula, 
MS (1123) 

Debbie van Tuyll – At home (0525) 

 

Enduring Concerns 

Dorris Andrews (Elaine Lea’s 
mother) – Brandon Wilde 

Phyllis Daniels – Brandon Wilde 
Lois Davis – Kentwood 
Anne Degrazia – Alpharetta, GA 

Dr. Alva Faulkner – Pavilion, 
Brandon Wilde 

Priscilla Gilman – Washington 
Commons 

Betty Johnston – Brandon Wilde 
Malcolm Kling – Brandon Wilde 
Larry Lutcher  – Brandon Wilde  
Richard and Gloria Jennings 
Marshall – At home  

Leah Mannel – Brandon Wilde 
Jocelyn Martin-Moses (Karell 
Moses’ mother) – At home 

Carol Paulson – At home 
Lois Reynolds – Morning Side 
Elizabeth Swink – At home 
Jane Terry (Chris Terry’s mother) – 

Lake Wales, FL 
Barbara Williams – Brandon Wilde 

 
And for all those whose names we 

hold in our hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 
January Birthdays 
  1 Chris Griffin 
  6 Zachary Reimche, 
 Arlene  White 
  8 Hugh Dobbins 
  Sabina Widner 
  9 Dalton Cooper 
 10 Tom Luhring 
 11 Vickie Terry 
 13 Gerrie Meitin 
 14 Blake Pittman 
 15 Clara Endruhn 
  Aubrey Moore 
 19 Ava Moore 
 20 Steve Bell 
 21 Malcolm Kling 
 Kathy Ordelt 
 22 Ivanna Ndingwan 
 23 Aralyn Griffin 
 Ryan Langley 
 24 Johnny Lowe 
 25 Karla Conditt Daniels 
 Katelyn Gordon Cooke 
  Sandy Watters 
 
January Anniversaries  
 19 Dana and Robert Johnson  
 (2 years) 

TROUBLE WITH 

LIVESTREAMING? 

If you are experiencing difficulties 
streaming the service on a Sunday 
morning, then you may want to 
return to our website on Sunday 
afternoons. We always record the 
service and post it there later in the 
day. You may also wish to watch 
past services that you may have 
missed. Please visit 
www.covenantaugusta.org and click 
on the worship tab to learn more. 

 

mailto:jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org
http://www.covenantaugusta.org
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On December 13, Carolers gathered to record a caroling video for all to enjoy. 

2020 Christmas at Covenant  


